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Private | T-based varsity in the offing

BENTONG, Fri. - A private information technol ogy-based university -
conmprising three separate canmpuses - will be opening its doors to about
3,000 students soon.

The nunber of students is expected to increase to an estimated 13, 000
within three years.

The university, which has yet to be naned, will be the first private IT-
based hi gher educational institution in the country.

The other two IT universities are the Miltimedia University and
Uni versiti Tun Abdul Razak, both public educational institutions.

The new university, which will offer a full range of degree and
post graduate courses, is open to both Ml aysian and internationa
st udent s.

Forei gn students targeted are mainly those from Si ngapore, China,
| ndonesi a, Thailand and | ndi a.

The university will be devel oped in two phases.

For the first phase, a 100,000 sq ft city canpus will be set up in Kuala
Lunpur, accommodati ng about 3, 000 students.

The canpus, to eventually expand to 150,000 sq ft, will be taking inits
first batch of students within a year.

A fully functional cyber canpus is also expected to be | aunched at the
same tine in the city.

Anot her 40ha canpus will be built at Bukit Tinggi, near here. Upon its
expected conpletion in three years, the Bukit Tinggi canpus will cater to
sone 10, 000 students.

The university is a project by Berjaya G oup Berhad; Informatics
Hol di ngs Ltd, a Singapore public-listed conpany involved in investnment
hol di ngs, and a franchi sor for conputer and comrerci al planning centres
and exanination facilitators; and Tadmansori Hol di ngs Sdn Bhd, an
i nvest nent hol di ng conpany.

At a signing cerenpbny witnessed by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad at the Bukit Tinggi Resort today, the three major parties agreed
that each take a 30 per cent stake in the joint venture to own and nanage
the university.

A strategic partner will be sought for the renmining 10 per cent stake.

The initial investnment is expected to total RMLO m|Ilion.

A new joint venture conpany will be formed to operate the university,
whose establishnent is subject to the approval of the Governnent.

Under the joint venture agreenent, Informatics will be responsible for
the setting up of the structure, operations and managenent of the
uni versity.

It will also provide the curriculumon-line and content as well as
mar ket the university.

Berjaya will set up the physical infrastructure of the university's main
canpus.

The university will be taking in students from 279 | ocations in 30
countries around the worl d.

A "gl obal Internet-enhanced university", it will offer both traditional
face-to-face learning and virtual, or e-I|earning.

Berjaya Group director Tan Sri Abdul Rahman Din, at a Press conference
|ater, said the three parties involved hoped they would be getting the
licence to establish the university soon.



"We have forned the joint venture conpany and will be submitting our
appl i cation soon.
"W have a good track record of 15 years in education."”
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