16/ 12/ 2000

Private varsities urged to set up education fund

PETALI NG JAYA, Fri. - Private higher education institutions have been
urged to set up an education fund to hel p needy students who failed to
gain entry into public universities to further their studies in such
institutes.

Education M nistry parlianmentary secretary Datuk Dr Mahadzir Mhd Khir,
in making the call today, said this is necessary due to the higher fees at
these institutes as the Governnment does not subsi di se them

He felt the institutes should take the initiate and not think of profits
al one. He al so said they were providing a conpl enentary service inthe
educati on sector and the fund woul d be their contributionto society.

Speaki ng at the opening of the three-day Ml aysi an Education Fair at the
Civic Centre, he said the institutes shoul d cooperate and set standards
anong t hensel ves especially in fees.

Asked by reporters | ater on the Education Mnistry's proposal to
i ntroduce Bahasa Mal aysia as the nediumof instruction in at |east 50 per
cent of subjects taught by the institutions, he said the mnistry was
still discussing the i ssue with the associations representing them

He said the proposal did not nmean that the 50 per cent target nust be
achieved i medi ately but rather gradually, so as not to cause any
di srupti ons.

"The institutions can start off by usi ng Bahasa Mal aysia in 10 per cent
of theirs subjects and raising it annually until it reaches the set
target."

He said courses taught in Bahasa Mal aysia m ght al so be nore attractive
to |l ocal students

"Foreign students will al so not oppose this," he added.

"Even t hough sone institutions offer 3+0 programes, it doesn't nean
everything has to be fromoverseas."

Asked about the |lack of books in Bahasa Mal aysia, he said there actually
was enough of such books.

"The problemlies with the bookshops. They only place the English books
prom nently and t he Bahasa Mal aysi a books will be in one corner.”

Mahadzir said Dewan Bahasa & Pustaka should also play its part by
aggresi vely pronoting Bahasa Mal aysi a books.

Nat i onal Associ ation of Private Educational Institutions president Dr
Mohd Thal ha sai d the Private Educati on Departnent recently i nforned them
that the mnistry wished to have a progressive change to Bahasa Ml aysi a
as the nmedi umof instruction.

Mohd Thal ha sai d NAPEI, the Mal aysi an Associ ation of Private Col |l eges
and the Associ ation of Private Institutions of H gher Learni ng, Sarawak
(Perintis), had sent a nenorandumto Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharmad | ast nonth outlining their positions on the proposal and the
i mpact it would have, if inplenented.

"I n a franchi sed progranme, external exam ners woul d mark t he papers.

“"If it isnot in English thenit will be difficult. Answers will need to
be translated first and the exanminers can't do this."

Thal ha said the pl an woul d al so hi nder the Governnment's plan to nake the
country a regional hub for education

The exhibition is organi sed by NAPEI and there are 60 exhibitors.

( END)



	Private varsities urged to set up education fund (NST 16/12/2000)

