28/ 02/ 2000

Pr of essi onal s back call for paradigmshift

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Participants at the Young Mal ay Professionals
Congress, which ended yesterday, have wel comed Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad' s call for a paradigmshift in the conmmunity.

They agreed with the Prime M nister that Bum puteras shoul d change sone
of their values to suit their needs in the nodern environnent.

"If we do not change (our m ndset), how are we going to progress?,”
Islam c International University | aw school undergraduate Zaki ah Sanori
asked.

Zakiah felt that it was crucial for the Bum putera comrunity to seek
changes in their "thinking and way of doing things".

She sai d Bum puteras should work hard al ways and not depend only on the
Gover nnent .

She al so felt Buniputeras nust be selective in their pursuit of change
and progress.

"Perhaps, it may be true that some of our val ues are beconi ng
i mpractical in the face of nobdernisation but changes nust be pursued al ong
the line of nodern reality.

"W do need to change, of course, but don't be overzeal ous."

Chemi cal engi neer Akhransyah Sanusi, commenting on Dr Mahathir's view on
the need to "marry culture with know edge", had this to say:

"I'n our struggle to fully enbrace information technol ogy and to take
advant age of the k-econony, we nust not forget our culture.

"Wile we nmust take advantage of the k-econonmy, we nust also | ook at k-
cul ture and k-val ues," he said.

Baby Home (M Sdn Bhd nmanagi ng director Naemah Ali, who comented on the
relati onship between Malay culture and Islam said there was still a need
to further inculcate Islanic values in Ml ay culture.

"W have to continue incorporating Islamc values into our way of life

and make sure that this will benefit our younger generation,” she
sai d.

Cal farne (Singapore) Pte Ltd franchi se devel opnment manager Norol Azali
Sul ai man, conmenting on the need for Bumi puteras to excel in the
franchi si ng busi ness, sai d:

"Bumi put eras shoul d be given a wi der choice in the franchi sing business.
This calls for greater devel opnent of the franchi se busi ness sector in
this country.

"One way of doing it would be to franchise nore | ocal products so that
nore opportunities would be created for Bumi puteras to participate in such
a business.”

The congress ended today with 25 resol uti ons adopted and passed.
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