05/ 04/ 2000
Pronption strategy may be the cause

Radzi Sapi ee

THE nunber says it all. Only 18,992 cane to watch the Ml aysi an Mdtorcycle
Grand Prix | ast Sunday, the second to be held at the 130, 000-capacity
Sepang F1 Circuit.

This was a huge drop fromlast year's 25,000, which was already a
decline fromthe 30,000 the event used to attract at the Shah Al am
circuit.

G ven that the nuch smaller circuit which hosted seven editions since
the first in 1991 has al so seen a record-breaking cromd of 40,000 in 1997,
the crowd attendance in Sepang is al arm ng i ndeed.

The only consol ation was that the GP | ooked nerrier than the last as the
crowd was concentrated at the doubl e-frontage 30, 000-seat er grandstand
i nstead of being scattered all over the 5.542kmcircuit.

Sonme say there were not enough pronotions but the advertisenents and
prom nence given by the nedia in the |ast two weeks proved ot herw se

SIC, when asked, couldn't give an answer. Press officer Azhar Chazal
could only say that a post-nortemwoul d be conduct ed.

The fact is the | ess noneyed Mal aysi ans, including "mat notor' who
commute to work by small bikes, should be targetted.

Per haps SI C coul d have done better if they had targetted that crowd's
hang-outs |i ke Pertanma Conpl ex in Kuala Lunmpur and the workshops where
they service their bikes.

Worth considering is price reduction. Last Sunday's RVMbO race day
tickets could be too much to fans who used to go to Shah Al am and pay
RMLO.

Even Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, who officiated at
Sunday's race, said ticket prices need to be reduced to get the
nmot or sports fans com ng.
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