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SHAH ALAM May 8 (Bernama) -- In just over a year after shaking
conmpetitors with its engi neering prowess via the Perdana V6 and Satria GTi,
especially in terns of superior ride & handling capability, Proton is
expected to nake waves in the autonotive world again with a totally new
nmodel call ed the Wj a.

Devel oped with a RM70 mllion budget and 1.7 million engi neering
man- hours, the Waj a was designed to conpete with foreign nanes |like the
Audi A4, Opel Vectra, Honda Accord and Peugeot 406.

Waj a, the first Ml aysi an-desi gned car, energed froma chal | enge nade
by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad in April 1996 that Proton
shoul d desi gn and produce its own car at affordable prices.

Naned in a manner to reflect its "hard as steel" character, the Wija
enbodi es a maj or m | estone in engineering technol ogy acquired by the first
national car nmaker over its 15 years of existence.

"The Waja is twice as strong as any Proton car today. Its body rigidity
is among the best inits class in the world," Perusahaan O ononobi |
Nasi onal Bhd (Proton) chief executive officer Tengku Dat uk Paduka Mahal ee
Tengku Ariff said recently.

The body structure, created together with Lotus, has already net the
2003 European Crash Test Standards, he told a nedia briefing on Proton's
achi evenents in the autonobile industry, including devel oping its own
engi neering capability.

Tengku Mahal eel said the Waja's strong body is suppl enented by two
front airbags for the driver and front passenger, two side airbags for the
back passengers and strengthened side i npact beans.

In terms of engine and interior noise, the Waja "is better than the
benchmark cars,” he said.

The Waj a was unveiled by Dr Mahathir at the Mal awati Stadi um here
tonight in an event to celebrate Proton's major technol ogi cal triunphs over
a 15-year span.

As for road-handling, Proton is now able to offer pinpoint precision
with inputs fromits engi neering subsidiary, Lotus.

Sales of the Wajja is estimated at a conservative 40,000 to 50,000 units
annual | y.

As for its price, Tengku Mahal eel promi sed it woul d be "conpetitive and
within reach.™

The price tag would be "so affordable and attractive" that Mhal ee
foresees that it could even "canni balise" sone of the sales of the Proton
Wra and Perdana.

The actual price has not been fixed as it is still being considered by
t he governnent.

Tengku Mahal eel is optimistic that the Waja's entire producti on woul d
easily be asborbed by donestic purchasers.

The car, which is also targeted for export, has received nunerous
enquiries by Proton's overseas distributors, he added.

The Waja is available in engine options of 1.6 and 1.8 litres, either
manual or autonatic.

Tengku Mahal eel said the fanm|ly-oriented Waj a woul d appeal to the upper
medi um mar ket .

Booki ngs will open from August while deliveries are expected to start
t he fol |l owi ng nont h. - - BERNAVA



AD SHY



	PROTON TO SHAKE COMPETITORS WITH WAJA (Bernama 08/05/2000)

