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Proposal for news source cl eared
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HEADS of state and governnent of smart partnershi p nenbers have agreed to
set up an alternative news source to provi de accurate, bal anced and

obj ective reports of | ocal events and devel opnents fromthe | oca
perspecti ve.

It will counter distortions about devel opi ng nati ons by exi sting news
agenci es.

Speaki ng at the end of the dial ogue yesterday, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad stressed the news source was not ainmed at conpeting
with the existing sources and channel s.

"I't will help in balancing the news that cone fromother services," he
sai d.

Two nanes have been proposed for the news source.

Mal aysi an editors participating in the dial ogue suggested that it be
naned Sout h News Networ k (SNN) but an Ugandan parti ci pant proposed Smart
Part nershi p News Network ( SPNN)

Dr Mahathir said the final name of the network would be I eft for the
nmedi a editors to decide.

Asked when the news network woul d be set up, he said: "W accept the
need to have a news source and (we al so accept the fact that) it is not
goi ng to happen overni ght.

"W have to give tine for the vari ous newspapers fromnenber countries
to conme on board."

Initially, Dr Mahathir said, the news source would be in the formof a
website to all ow access to all participating nenbers.

Participants al so agreed to co-operate in the training of journalists
t hrough attachnments to nmedi a organi sations in various countries, sharing
experiences to i nprove capacity buil di ng.

Dr Mahathir said the role of the media in addressing social issues was
recogni sed as the nmedi a coul d be a source of information and
m si nf ormation.

"A patriotic nmedia that puts country first is essential,"” he added

The next step, Dr Mahathir said, would be to establish a nedia armin
each national hubto facilitate and optinmi se the benefits of webbing with
ot her hubs.

It will be followed by efforts to generate and provide alternative
sources and views that will be incorporated in the proposed snart
partnership news website. This is to examne the feasibility of the
proposed smart partnership news website and to provi de al ternati ve sources
of news as agreed by the heads of state and governnent.

Nati onal hubs will al so be encouraged to establish individual websites.

The di ssem nati on and exchange of tinely news with other hubs will be a
forerunner to the proposed snart partnership news website.
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