16 FEB 2000
Court - Anwar
PROSECUTI ON OBJECTS TO THE CALLI NG OF PM AS W TNESS | N SCDOW TRI AL

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 16 (Bernama) -- The prosecution in the sodony trial
of Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahimin the H gh Court here today objected to the
defence's nove to call Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad as a
Wi t ness.

Seni or Deputy Public Prosecutor Datuk Abdul Gani Patail said he nade
t he objection based on the question of relevancy of Dr Mahathir's testinony
in the trial, under Section 136 of the Evidence Act 1950.

Justice Datuk Arifin Jaka said he woul d hear subm ssions from both
sides pertaining to the matter tonorrow before deci di ng whether the Prine
M ni ster should be called to the witness stand.

Anwar, 52, and his adopted brother, Sukna Darmawan Sasmitaat Madja, 39,
are separately charged with sodom sing Azi zan Abu Bakar, 39, at Sukma's
apartment in Tivoli Villa, Bangsar, here, at 7.45pm between January and
Mar ch, 1993.

Sukma, a businessnman, faces another charge of abetting Anwar in
sodom si ng Azizan, the former driver of Anwar's wife, Datin Seri Dr Wan
Azi zah Wan Ismail, at the sanme tinme and pl ace.

Sukrma applied to the court in Cctober |ast year to subpoena Dr Mahathir
to appear as his w tness.

Earlier, Sukma's counsel, Gobind Singh Deo, told the court that the
defence wanted Dr Mahathir to testify tonorrow afternoon after its current
wi t ness, DSP Zull Aznam Harun, finish giving his evidence.

Gobi nd Si ngh said he had asked Abdul Gani to inform Dr Mahathir about
the necessity of his appearence in court tonorrow and Abdul Gani expl ai ned
that he had al ready conveyed the request to the Prine Mnister's office and
it was duly noted by the officer there.

At this juncture, Abdul Gani raised his objections.

Anwar's | eadi ng counsel, Christopher Fernando, said Dr Mahathir had
been subpoenaed in his personal capacity and he has to cone to court.

VWhen Gobind Singh insisted that the prosecution should give an
assurance of the Prime Mnister's appearance tonorrow, Abdul Gani said that
Dr Mahathir will cone for the afternoon session.

Arifin said Dr Mahathir would not have to cone to court tonorrow
nmorni ng and the court would indicate to himthe time to come but Gobind
Singh insisted that the Prime Mnister should cone in the afternoon as "he
is like any other w tnesses".

"Let me nmake the ruling first (after hearing the argunents). \Wen the
time comes, we'll informhim Don't ask the Prime Mnister to hang around
here," he said.

He al so rem nded the counsel to be careful when maki ng statenments about
the case, citing the issue of warrant of arrest against Dr Mahathir if he
fails to conply with the subpoena.

The judge said if the Prime Mnister did not cone, then only the
defence could apply for the next course of action.

Gobi nd Singh said the defence did not want to ask the court for the
warrant of arrest.

On the nunber of witnesses to be called, Fernando said the defence was
thinking of calling four nore wi tnesses besides Dr Mahathir.

In the previous hearing, Fernando had informed the court that the
def ence woul d recall Azizan.

VWhen Arifin suggested the defence call Azizan before calling Dr



Mahat hir, Fernando said that the defence would choose the sequence and they
woul d cal |l Azizan in due course.
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