01/ 04/ 2000
Proton to launch “truly localised car by this year

Ei r mal asar e Bani

PERUSAHAAN Ot onpbi | Nasi onal Bhd (Proton) plans to produce between 40, 000
to 50,000 units annually of its "first truly | ocalised" passenger car, its
chi ef executive officer Tengku Dat uk Mahal eel Tengku Ariff said.

He declined to say when the car will be launched, saying that "it wll
definitely be this year."

Sour ces sai d, however, that the soft |aunch of the car will be in Muy.
"Orders can be placed in May and they will get their car three nonths
later," the sources said.

It is understood the car will cone intwo variants, a 1.6 litre and a
1.81litre. The 1.6 litre cones with a Renault engine while the 1.8 litre,
a M tsubishi.

It is also believed that Renault engi neers have been in the country in
t he past one year to test the engine.

Mahal eel al so refused to nane the price of the new car, saying that
will make it affordable". It is understood that the car will be priced
"above the Wra but not nore than the Perdana V6", which currently retails
at about RML10, 000 each.

Mahal eel was speaking to reporters after hosting International Trade and
Industry M nister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz and about 30 Menbers of
Parliament and senators fromWanita Bari san Nasional at the Proton plant
in Shah Al am yest erday.

Raf i dah, who personally test drove the 1.8 litre car at Proton's test
track, said: "I thinkit is avery good car. It will be our national pride

the car is still being tested at the engineering stage but Proton has
been abl e to i ncorporate the best characteristics for it.

"W have now reached the | ast stage of the autonotive industry in
Mal aysi a, " she said.

It is understood that Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad al so
test drove the new car earlier this year.

Meanwhi | e, Mahal eel said Proton had to stop operations of one of its
pl ants i n Shah Al amto undertake research and devel opnent of the new car.

Last year, Proton produced about 160, 000 units.

"The | ocal demand is very strong and we have al nbst reached nmaxi mum
capacity for the Perdana and Iswara,"” he said.
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