14/ 03/ 2000
PSD wor ki ng on new pensions rate

M K. Megan

KUALA LUVMPUR, Mon. - The Public Service Departnent is preparing a working
paper on m ni num pensi ons paynent to be submitted to the Cabinet soon.

It is expected to be ready in three to four weeks.

Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's Departnment Tan Sri Bernard Donpok said
the PSD was working on the mninmumrate for pensioners. The current

m ni mrum of RML80 a nonth (for 25 years' service) was introduced in July
1980.

It was however |earnt that the paynment would be | ess than the poverty
rate of RWMA60, specified under the Seventh Ml aysia Pl an.

Many vari abl es were taken into account before the poverty rate was

cal cul ated, said a PSD source.

For instance, said the source, the poverty rate calculation took into
account an average of 4.9 nenbers per family.

"But since pensioners usually do not have grow ng children, we cal cul ate
on the basis of two nenbers. Therefore, the m ni num pension paynment shoul d
be about RMO0O.

"But that is not the mininumrate. There are a fewrates we are | ooking
at ranging from RVM00 to the anobunt requested by Cuepacs which is Rvb00
"However, the newrate will be higher than what pensioners are getting
now. '

The source said it was inpossible to pay RVb00 as Cuepacs asked.

It was | earnt that the departnment had not received the nmenorandum on the
matter from Cuepacs.

"W understand they sent a copy to the Prine Mnister (Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad). We do not know what is the devel opnment,"” said the
sour ce.

There are about 400, 000 pension recipients including wi dows of deceased
gover nment servants.

Meanwhi | e, the open day organi sed by the PSD s pensi ons departnment on
Feb 26 saw about 120 nenbers turning up.

The departnent has allocated the | ast Saturday of each nonth for
pensioners to settle their grouses or seek other services.

The PSD hol ds the open day in three centres: Kuala Lunpur, Kota Kinabalu
and Kuchi ng.

Donpok said the PSD would i ntroduce the open day concept at all its
State branches, depending on the response to the second open day on March
25.

Donpok was speaking to reporters after opening the Ml aysi an Techni cal
Co- operation Programme (MICP) at |ntan here today.

More than 80 governnment officers from25 countries are attending the
five-week course, including one week at the second d obal Know edge
Conference, which is part of the South-South Co-operation progranme.

"Mal aysia is fully committed to sharing its experience with devel opi ng
countries and the fact that the MICP progranmme has been in existence for
20 years reflects this comitment," Donpok said.

Over the past 19 years, Intan has trained nore than 1,600 participants
from 105 countries, while the programme as a whol e has trained nore than
5,400 partici pants.

Donpok said I ntan, under the MICP, would be sending two officers to
Uzbeki st an and Sudan each next month to conduct courses in human resource
nmanagenent .
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