24/ 05/ 2000
PM No extra seat for MCA (HL)

Sar ban Si ngh; Saj ahan Waheed

SERDANG, Tues. - Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad said today the MCA wil |l
not be given any additional Cabinet post but may nomi nate soneone el se to
replace Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik if the Transport Mnister insists on
resi gni ng.

The Prinme M nister said giving another seat to the MCA, the second
bi ggest conponent in the Barisan Nasional, would upset other nmenbers of
the ruling coalition.

Dr Mahat hir was asked to comrent on Dr Ling's announcenent and a
statement the MCA president made yesterday that the party's probl ens was
due to insufficent positions in the Cabinet.

Dr Mahathir said: "The MCA may have done well in the |ast genera

el ection... but today one does well, the next day one does not do so well.
"(And) When the MCA did not do so well (as in the 1990 el ection), we did
not reduce their representation... it is very bad to try and respond to a

certain situation w thout thinking about the future of the party," he
added.

Dr Mahathir hinted that MCA vice-president Datuk Chan Kong Choy, who is
Deputy Finance Mnister, may be nade a full mnister if nom nated by the
MCA in the event Dr Ling could not be persuaded to stay.

Dr Mahathir said he woul d study Dr Ling' s recomendation that Chan, who
i s al so Pahang MCA chi ef, be given a Cabi net post.

Apart fromDr Ling, the MCA's other representatives in the Cabinet are
Human Resources M nister Datuk Dr Fong Chan Onn, Health M nister Datuk
Chua Jui Meng and Housi ng and Local Government M nister Datuk Seri Ong Ka
Ti ng.

The Prime Mnister said the present problemin the MCA arose after
former Human Resources M nister Datuk LimAh Lek, who was from Pahang,
decided to give up his Cabinet post before the Novenber general election

"The problemis when Ah Lek decided to withdraw (fromthe Cabinet),
Pahang had no representative and the Cabi net post was given to soneone who
was not from Pahang," he told reporters after opening the
Third Asia-Africa Forum

The ot her Pahang MCA MPs are Deputy Culture, Arts and Tourism M ni ster
Datuk Dr Ng Yen Yen (Wanita MCA chief) and Fu Ah Kiow, |International Trade
and I ndustry Mnistry Parlianentary Secretary.

Asked whet her he had accepted Dr Ling' s resignation, Dr Mahathir said he
has not been officially informed. "If possible, I want himto stay on as
he is a very experienced man ... has 14 years experience and has done a
good job especially in ports and shipping," he said, adding that it would
be a loss if soneone with such experience quits.

Dr Mahathir said Dr Ling could still attend tonorrow s Cabi net neeting
if he wanted to.

On whether there woul d be a Cabinet reshuffle if he accepted Dr Ling's
resignation, Dr Mahathir said some adjustments would have to be made to
fill the position.

"There has to be sonme adjustnent ... naybe appoi nt sonmeone with
experience. Soneone new wi Il have to replace him (the person replacing Dr
Li ng)," he said.

As to whether the Transport Mnistry would be given to the MCA, Dr
Mahat hir said this was not necessarily so.

"Previously, it has also been held by other parties. W need to assess



who is really qualified to fill the post because it is a very inportant

one ... we have big plans to further develop the transportation industry,"”
he said, adding that it was crucial for an experienced person to fill the
post .

Asked whether Dr Ling' s resignation could have an i npact on the Chinese
votes in the com ng Tel uk Kemang by-el ection, Dr Mahathir said this would
not happen.

"This (resignation) happens off and on in any political party ... people
come and go but it is the party that remains,” he said.

Asked whether this was a strategy by Dr Ling to solve the party's
internal problems, Dr Mahathir said he did not wish to specul ate.

Asked whet her he would accept Lim (Ah Lek) if he wished to nake a
coneback, Dr Mahathir said this was up to the MCA

"I'f they propose, | will surely consider," he added.
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