08/ 08/ 2000
PM Push for |egal instrunment

Pat vi nder Si ngh; Lee Shi-lan

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Malaysia is pushing for a | egally-binding instrunent
on all types of forest to address a whol e range of i ssues on forestry and
tinber in a holistic, integrated and conprehensi ve manner, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d t oday.

The Prime M nister said Mal aysi a beli eved that such a | egal instrunent
woul d facilitate the achi evenent of sustainabl e forest nanagenent by
providing a | egal franmework and equal treatnment for all forests, conpared
to the present ad hoc, non-legally bindinginternational environnment which
coul d hinder the best forestry practices.

"We al so believe that such an i nstrunent woul d enabl e i nternati ona
| evel action to be taken to address underlying factors for forest
shri nkage and degradati on i n transboundary areas, such as i nternati onal
debt and sust ai nabl e consunpti on patterns.

"The i nstrunent woul d al so encourage and accel erate co-operation in the
transfer of technology," Dr Mahathir said in his speech at the official
openi ng of the 21st International Uni on of Forestry Research Organi sati ons
(UFRO) Worl d Congress at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre here.

H s speech was read by Primary Industries Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Lim
Keng Yai k.

Dr Mahathir said at present, the | ack of consensus on the necessity of a
| egal | y-bi ndi ng i ntrument was due to the i npasse concerning critical
i ssues such as finance, transfer of technol ogy and trade.

"In this regard, | would like to urge the devel oped countries to re-
affirmand put into action their comitnents to provi de concrete financia
assi stance and t echnol ogi es t o devel opi ng countri es to achi eve sust ai nabl e
managenent of their forests."

Dr Mahat hir said additionally, sustainable forest nanagenent shoul d be
pronot ed t hrough nutual 'y supportive trade and envi ronnment al policies, not
t hr ough boycotts and ban on forest products, particularly tropical forest
products, or linking stringent environnental standards to market access.

He sai d such actions would only render forests val uel ess and result in
forests being cleared for other purposes.

"Trade and environnental restrictions will not reduce deforestation. In
fact, greater market access will hel p pronote sustai nabl e forest
managenent by providing the revenue for this purpose.”
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