30/ 09/ 2000

PTD nust be neutral in maki ng decisions, says PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad t oday
sai d the chal |l enges faced by the Adnministrative and Di pl omati c Service
(PTD) required nmuch responsibility, dedication, ability and consideration
to make deci si ons wi t hout being influenced by enoti ons.

The service shoul d, therefore, have the necessary know edge and trai ni ng
to do so as nenbers of the public now had greater aspirations and
awar eness of their rights, Dr Mahathir said.

He said this in a nessage delivered by Defence Mnister Datuk Seri Najib
Tun Razak at the PTD Officers Alummi Associ ati on di nner here. Dr Mahathir
could not attend the function as he was i ndi sposed.

Dr Mahathir said the main principle of public service was neutrality and
loyalty to the Government.

Thi s does not nean blind loyalty, but an obligation to assist the
Governnent in formul ating policies and provi di ng expert advi ce.

Dr Mahat hir said when a decision was nade officers were obliged to
accept and inplenment it.

He said the changes and transformation in the country were due to
various factors, but anong t he npst i nportant was the strength and quality
of public adninistration and the di pl omatic corps.

The Prime M nister called on the association to assist in strengthening
ties between the public and private sectors as sone nenbers were now
hel mi ng cor porate bodi es.

( END)



	PTD must be neutral in making decisions, says PM (NST 30/09/2000)

