24/ 09/ 2000

PM Public statenments coul d provoke ot hers

PENANG, Sat. - The Prine M nister has sinple advice for the Ml aysi an
Chi nese Organi sation Election Appeals Commttee (Suqiu) if it has problens
about the country's race rel ations:

"Don't make public statenents because this can cause a |ot of irrationa
action.”

Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad told a Press conference that if Ml ays
and Indians also forned a simlar commttee to make sim | ar demands,
probl ens woul d ari se between the races.

Speaking to reporters after opening the Gerakan national del egates
conference, Dr Mahathir said if the conmittee had any conpl ai nts, they
shoul d go to representatives of the Chinese community in the Governnent at
state or national |evels.

"Go and talk to themquietly."

Nevert hel ess, Dr Mahathir said the Suqgiu Conmittee now had a better
under standi ng of Malay rights after he nmet themfollow ng a di spute over
the issue.

"So, | will not say nore than that now," he told a Press conference
after openi ng the Gerakan national del egates conference here.

El aborati ng on his speech when openi ng the conference where he touched
on vernacul ar schools, Dr Mahathir enphasi sed the Governnent's stand not
to set up establishments for different races, which he described as "very
unheal t hy. "

That was why coll eges are placed in the sane canpus where university
students stay in the sane hostel, he said.

"We want people to be together," he said. "All these things are nmeant to
integrate. But we are not taking things away fromthe people. W are just
bringi ng themtogether."

On a Gerakan Youth resolution asking that the Governnent amend the
Uni versities and University Coll eges Act, Dr Mahathir said Governnment
universities were financed by the people.

Al t hough the students pay fees, the Governnent footed 90 per cent of the
bill, underscoring the fact that the noney was for the purpose of
educati on.

"I'f we don't want to study but only denonstrate,” he said, "then there
is no point to enrol in a university. Anyone w thout a brain can
denonstrate, it is very easy to denonstate... it does not require high
intellect.”

Dr Mahathir also replied to a question that fornmer MCA president Datuk
Lee San Choon, in a recent interview, clainmed that the MCA was "stabbed in
t he back” by Umo during the 1982 general el ection

"I don't want to comment but | personally canpai gned for Lee San Choon,"

he said. "In fact, he won the seat (in the Serenban parlianmentary seat,
defeating DAP's Dr Chen Man Hin)."
Dr Mahathir said he still renenbered the speech he gave during the

canpai gn t hen.

"I told him(Lee) that there was no need to shout to tell ne sonething
because | was seated next to him" he said. "If he had whispered, | could
have heard that too."

Dr Mahathir also refuted clains by the Qpposition that he was wasting
tax payers' noney by spending nore tinme on Umo politics.

He chided themfor not conmenting when "I worked practically 24 hours a



day."

"This is beyond the working hours that | should be working," he said.
"But they never comrented about that."

El aborating his work ethics for the past four decades, especially since
becoming Prine Mnister in 1981, Dr Mahathir said he would work a m ni num
of 16 hours daily, usually nore than that.

"The Qpposition gets ny services free for an extra eight hours daily,"
he said. "If you add up that eight hours extra that | worked for the
Governnent every day for the past 19 years, they will know that | have
been underpai d."

Besi des, Dr Mahathir said he was perhaps the only person in the
Gover nment who had worked until he was 75-years old w thout any pension.

"(Sonme) Judges, when they reach 55, they get pension, they get gratuity,
then they work as judges until they are 65.

They get anot her pension and they get another gratuity ... two
pensi ons. "

"But my pay is |ower than people who work under ne |ike the Petronas
chai rman or whatever. They get about 30, 40,50 thousand ringgit a nonth.

| get RML6,000 a nonth...l get less, even if you conpare the salary of
our nei ghbours, you know | ah!"

Dr Mahathir said he wanted to know who was it that clainmed that he was
wasti ng t axpayers noney.

"I want to see what he is doing for the Governnent," he added.

Why not claimovertine, one reporter quipped.

Chuckling, Dr Mahathir said: "Yes, if |I could claimovertine, double pay
on public holidays - if | add that up, | think the Government owes ne
mllions of ringgit."

( END)
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