14 APR 2000
PTP-M TSU 0OsK
PTP SECURES M TSU CSK LI NES AS THE FI RST MAI N LI NE OPERATCOR

KUALA LUMPUR, April 14 (Bernama) -- The Port of Tanjung Pel epas (PTP)
secured its first main line operator, Mtsui O S. K Lines (ML), which wll
begin a fixed weekly service fromthe port.

PTP announced in a statenment here today that the Straits Express
service will begin on April 30 2000 at PTP with MV Med Tai chung begi nni ng
the first call.

MOL' s Japan/ Hong Kong/ Straits weekly service will have the rotation of
Tokyo to Yokohamm, Nagoya, Kobe, Hong Kong, Singapore, Port Klang and then
PTP.

Apart from W Med Tai chung, MOL's vessels for the service are Mare
Af ri cum and Houst on.

The call by MOL to PTP also signals a significant step in the
establ i shnment of w de connectivity and frequency to major destinations from
PTP.

MOL in turn, is confident that PTP's strategic |ocation,
state-of-the-art facilities and systens and ease of procedures for
clearance would translate into significant savings in terns of tinme and
costs.

For PTP, this call is a prelude to an established network of feeder and
direct calls.

These are vital and essential steps in PTP's goal to be a transhi pnent

hub. Also, with a direct call, PTP hopes to increase narketing efforts to
| ocal Johor shi ppers.
This will in turn, create spin-offs to other facilities such as PTP' s

contai ner freight station which has facilities for stuffing, unstuffing and
consol i dation and al so devel opnent of PTP' s distripark.

MOL and PTP are looking at this service as a start to a nutually
beneficial and long-termrelationship. PTPis also in the final stage of
negotiations with other main Iine operators to call at PTP.

PTP, Ml aysia's newest port, was officially opened by Mal aysia's Prime
M ni ster, Datuk Seri Dr. Mhathir Mhamad on 13 March 2000. - - BERNAVA
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