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PM Don't waste public funds

Ashraf Abdul | ah; Joni st on Bangkua

KOTA KI NABALU, Tues. - Bum putera university students who are nore
interested in hol ding anti-Governnment denonstrations and rallies than
studyi ng should give up their seats as they are wasting public funds,
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad sai d.

The Prime M nister said they should give their places to others nore
interested in studying.

"They do not need university education to hold denonstrations and
protests. If they want to take part in such activities, they should give
up their places at the university to others who are really interested in
pursui ng their education," Dr Mahathir said.

The | arge amount of public funds allocated to provide education to
Bumi putera students would be wasted if they spent their time and energy in
activities that had nothing to do with their studies.

He said these students, susceptible to influences by political groups
and anti-Governnment proponents, were performng poorly in their studies
conpared t o non- Bum put er as.

This was because these students were busy with denonstrati ons and
prot ests.

Dr Mahathir expressed fear that if the trend persisted, Bumi putera
uni versity students who are nostly assisted by Governnment schol arshi ps and
grants, woul d not be able to conpete with non-Buni puteras.

This, he added, woul d defeat the cardinal principle of the New Econom c
Pol i cy which was introduced to ensure that, anbng ot hers, Bum puteras
could conpete with others in the area of education

He added that although 60 per cent of places at universities were taken
up by Bum puteras, their pass rate was di sappointi ng.

"Those who managed to pass did not get a good class,” he said.

Attributing their poor performance to their involvenent in politica
activities organi sed by the Opposition to propagate anti-CGovernnent
sentiments, the Prine Mnister said | ecturers who were agai nst the
Gover nnent and Opposition nenbers had poi soned the m nds of the students.

"They (the students) are being told that they need not be grateful to
the Governnent for their place at the universities and their schol arshi ps.
They are told that it is the responsibility of any Government to provide
education to its people.”

Dr Mahathir was delivering his address entitled Racial Unity, the Role
of Universities and Chall enges of G obalisation at Universiti Sabah
Mal aysi a. He was given a rousing wel come by about 2,500 students and staff
of the university earlier when opening the nain campus.

Responding to the warm wel cone, he quipped: "I amnornally not this
popul ar, especially at universities in Peninsular Mlaysia."

Dr Mahathir said students in sone of the universities felt that they
coul d govern the country better than the present Governnent.

"If the Government feels that their demands are unreasonabl e and cannot
be net, they resort to actions such as denonstrations."

Dr Mahathir said certain political parties were using Islamto influence
students to turn anti-CGovernment.

He appeal ed to Buni putera students not to forego the opportunity of
pursui ng hi gher education which was being offered by the Governnent at
very high cost.

He said these students should be grateful to the Governnent for



schol arshi ps and study grants.

Dr Mahathir said the Governnent gave financial assistance to university
students to ensure that they were equi pped wi th adequate know edge to
i nherit the country's | eadership.

"Everything that the Governnent now does is for the younger generation,"
he sai d.

Dr Mahathir said the younger generation, instead of just waiting to
i nherit the country's | eadership, should assist the Governnent shape the
future.

Earlier in his speech, Dr Mahathir said all quarters should pay
attention to i nmproving the achi evenent of Bum putera university students.
"They get very angry when we ask themto concentrate on their studies.
When they don't put serious effort in their studies, it is inpossible for

themto succeed."

Dr Mahathir said universities nmust ensure that teaching staff did not
deviate fromthe curriculumand give greater enphasis to the perfornmance
of Bum puteras.

"If need be, professors and |l ecturers should give coaching to students
who are weak in their studies," he said.

"Lecturers should pledge to fulfill their responsibilities sincerely. If
t hey devi ate, they should be renoved."

He said such a nbve was necessary to ensure that university teaching
staff were able to incul cate noble val ues anbng their students.

( END)
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