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KUALA LUMPUR, March 23 (Bernama) -- For al nbst 200 years, Malaysia's
police force fought many battles agai nst robbers, rapists, nmurderers and
even Conmuni sts and now, they are battling a "war" to redeemtheir fallen
i mage.

The "bl ack eye" of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim the young doctor shot dead
by a policeman and the unexpl ai ned deaths in police | ock-ups were sonme of
the | atest cases that have cast doubts on the integrity and i mage of the
Royal Mal aysian Police as it turns 193 on Saturday.

But Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi wants the
police force to "maintain their imge at the highest |evel™

"The police nust show that they are a credible force and be consci ous
of the fact that they have a duty to perform" Abdullah, who is al so Hone
M nister, said in an interview here in conjunction with Police Day.

Despite all egations of serious wong-doings even fromas high a person
as the previous |Inspector-General of Police, let alone sone lowy
const abl es, Abdull ah said that overall, the police have been doing a "good
j ob".

"We are certainly happy with the performance of our police force," he
sai d.

In fact, he said, in their various speeches, including in Parliament,

t he Yang di-Pertuan Agong Sul tan Sal ahuddi n Abdul Aziz Shah, Prine Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad and the government expressed appreciation
for the inval uable service the police had rendered.

The force had never condoned errant personnel and had acted pronptly
agai nst those involved in recent incidents of conduct unbecom ng of
| aw- enforcers, he said.

"They have been charged in court to face the law " he said.

Abdul | ah appeal ed to the public to continue to accord the police the
respect the force deserved in uphol ding an honourabl e profession

As for police personnel, Abdullah said they would al so have to earn the
peopl e's respect by discharging their duties with integrity.

The police becanme the talk of the town, as well as internationally,
when then I nspector-Ceneral of Police Tan Sri Abdul Rahi m Noor confessed
| ast year before a Royal Conmm ssion of Inquiry to assaulting Anwar, the
country's former deputy prinme mnister, while in police custody.

That "bl ack eye" episode ended with Rahi m being sentenced to two nonths
jail on March 15. Rahimis appealing agai nst the sentence.

Al so, public perception of "trigger-happy" cops was reinforced by an
i ncident last year in which a policenman shot dead a doctor who was in a
parked car with his girl friend.

During the hour-long interview, Abdullah also spoke of the need to
noderni se the force with the | atest anti-crine technol ogy, anong ot her
t hi ngs, besi des upgrading the quality of personnel and set-up

Abdul | ah said for the police to get the creamof the crop, the
government may have to review the entry qualifications for officers and nen
in future recruitnent.

The police would al so have to keep thensel ves abreast with the | atest
in information technology (I T) since "the crimnals are also increasingly
IT-literate,” he said.

The governnment woul d provi de extensive opportunities for police
officers and men to attend IT courses |ocally and abroad, he said.



"We want our officers to be really able and sophisticated,"” added
Abdul | ah.
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