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Put hucheary' s noral | egacy
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PROFESSOR WAng Gangwu read the eul ogy at the menorial service of the |ate
Janmes Put hucheary. Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad al so
attended the nmenorial service as a friend.

Dr Ronald McCoy chaired the menorial service. In his eul ogy, Wang said
of Put hucheary, "with his passion for reason and intellect, he felt that
truth woul d prevail, that people could al ways be persuaded of the right
things and that people who thought Iike himwould act accordingly".

This nmust be the season for doing the right things in the right way. In
menory of the | ate Puthucheary (who | did not know personally), allow ne
to reflect on "his cause" as interpreted by Wang.

The New Sunday Times (May 7) carried the follow ng advice, which could
i mply that Puthucheary's cause may have becone nore real after his
passi ng.

First, there was Finance M ni ster Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n advi si ng Ml ay
busi nessman agai nst playing politics in business. H's advice was to focus
on one or the other.

Then, there was Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badaw 's
statenent that Umo is the noral force behind Barisan Nasional's "tried
and tested multi-racial coalition".

Wrks Mnister Datuk Seri S. Samy Vel lu, nmeanwhile, promised to step
down "if he fails to resolve the issue of nonthly wages for plantation
wor ker s".

The Angkatan Mel ayu @ obal has its own way of "reviving traditiona
Mal ay cul ture" using a business nodel with a gl obal vision.

Anot her Ml aysi an, Tanbun Menber of Parlianent Datuk Husni Hanadzl ah was
el ected Chairman of the Econonic, Political and Security Conmittee of the
Inter-Parlianentary Union with "a call for world | eaders to find ways to
protect those who are margi nalised due to gl obalisation".

Final ly, Selangor Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Abu Hassan Ormar on Saturday
prom sed to "turn Petaling Jaya into a garden city"

Are these "advocates for change" al so guided by the sane nora
i nperative for positive change, as was Puthucheary?

Wang sai d "Puthucheary was al ways nore prepared than the rest of us for
change. His priorities were political action because the tinmes denanded
such action. He felt that not to use his talents wuld be a waste and an
irresponsibility".

What then is the real difference between political rhetoric and action?
Why did Datuk A. Kadir Jasin caution about "courting disaster with
lip-service" in his her Thots col um?

The nation is at a phil osophical crossroads. The |ast el ection brought
many i ssues to the forefront, albeit veiled in the controversy of the
former Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim s disnissal.

Now t hat the euphoria and clanour for the fruits of Mal aysi an
devel oprment success has subsided, it is tine to take stock as well as
re-evaluate the noral inperative to do the right things in the right way.

The information age will raise expectations on the noral integrity of
all actors. As Kadir put it, nere |ip-service or political rhetoric would
not suffice anynore.

Responsi bility and accountability of all actors will now come under the
scrutiny of the public eye.

Therefore, as Umo selected its | eaders for the dawn of the 21st



century, we could only pray that wise and norally upright | eaders were
elected to | ead both Umo and the nation.

Both the Prime Mnister and his deputy are right; Umo must continue to
provide the nmoral integrity for the Barisan Nasional-type nmultiracialism
to progress.

As Wang put it, Puthucheary's |life and political action were "a period
of growi ng up and transformation”.

If we learn fromhis life, he would have left a worthwhile | egacy for
our way forward. History is always a good teacher. The 21st century wll
demand an even higher standard of integrity and norality within the
framework of a truly globalised environment.
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