18/ 03/ 2000

"Quit if work, political ideology clashes'

I NDI VI DUALS shoul d quit if their work and political ideol ogy raises a
conflict of interest an they cannot fulfil the trust of their enpl oyees
and clients, Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badaw sai d.

"1 cannot see how one can continue to execute one's duties
professionally if political ideology intrudes in routine work.

"When peopl e have strong political |eanings and when there is a clash of
interest, I do not see how such individuals and organi sati ons can still
work, " he told newsnen after | aunching Prine Coll ege's new canpus in
Subang Jaya yesterday.

Abdul | ah was asked to coment on the nove by the Mal acca State
Governnent to withdrawits fixed deposit froma bank which it alleged has
enpl oyees who supported t he opposition, and to term nate the services of
prof essionals |ike doctors, for the sane reason.

He said such an action was not unusual as the managenment of private
firnms may al so do the sanme in simlar circunstances.

Abdul | ah said the principle that the trust placed upon themnust be
fulfilled should be fully adhered to and they should be able to
differentiate between their professional duties and their political
i nclination.

He said it was not the policy of the Barisan Nasi onal Governnent to sack
enpl oyees |ike the PAS-1ed Terengganu Gover nnent was doing in the state.

Abdul | ah sai d people entrusted with the task of educating children
should not allowtheir political beliefs to get inthe way of their
duti es.

"Don't bring along your political ideology tothe place where children
are supposed to acqui re know edge. Let themgraduate first and nmake their
contributions to the country i n whatever capacities they can," he said.

Yesterday, Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d the
Federal Government might followthe Mal acca Gover nnent and stop deal i ng
wi t h banks whose workers it could not trust.

Noti ng that he was aware that sonme bank enpl oyees were strong opposition
supporters, Dr Mahathir advised themto be professional in carrying out
their duties.
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