12/ 05/ 2000

Raf i dah: Decl arati on on canpai gn done for good of the party

DATUK Seri Rafidah Aziz said she was booed at the assenbly yesterday
because sone del egates were unhappy that she had suggested the candi dates
sign a decl aration not to campaign.

Fresh fromher victory in westing back the Wanita chief's position, she
said she was not affected at all with the epi sode as she had nade t he
suggestion for the sake of the party.

"I was just doing it because of the feeling for the party... | did not
know peopl e woul d be upset with ne.

"But it is better for a few people to be upset with ne than the whole
country booi ng Umo just because of what | did," she said commenting on
the jeers at her at the opening of the general assenbly.

Rafi dah, who defeated i ncunmbent Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul aiman with a
slim1l2-vote mpjority, said it was conmon for people not to be pleased
when soneone tried to do sonething good for the party.

"I don't really mind, as long as the majority of the nenmbers understood
and supported (ny action).

"Tone it is not a problemat all, I will just laugh it off," she said.
Raf i dah, who drafted the declaration, said she was unaware that sone
peopl e were unhappy with her action and only | earned about this when told

by party president Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohanad.

"Dr Mahathir said at the suprene council neeting | ast week that there
were sonme people who were very upset with me because what | had done had
deprived them of what they could have got had canpai gni ng been al | owed.

“"In fact, the Prime M nister asked me whether | was aware of this and
t hat peopl e were canpai gning against me and | said | didn't know. "

( END)
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