15/ 05/ 2000
Raf i dah announces new | i ne-up of Wanita Umo State chiefs

Abdul Razak Ahrad

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Newl y-el ected Wanita Umo head Datuk Seri Rafidah
Azi z today announced the |ine-up of the novenent's new State chiefs, which
saw ni ne i ncunbents bei ng dr opped.

Excluded fromthe new line-up is Rafidah's predecessor, Datuk Dr Siti
Zahar ah Sul ai man of Pahang. She is replaced by Maznah Mazl an.

In one of the closest contests in the just concluded general assenbly,
Raf i dah beat Siti Zaharah by 12 votes on Wednesday, reversing her defeat
to Zaharah by 27 votes in the party's 1996 el ection.

Only three State Wanita Umo chiefs were retai ned: Datuk Napsiah Omar
(Negri Senbilan), Mastika Junai dah Hussein (Perlis) and Sari pah Ani nah
Syed Mohaned ( Penang) .

She said they had not deci ded on Perak chief. The post is held by Ainon
Khai ri yah Abbas.

New Wani ta deputy head Datuk Shahrizat Abdul Jalil was pronpted to head
Federal Territory Wanita Umo.

Apart from Siti Zaharah, who is National Unity and Social Devel opnent
M ni ster, others dropped are Wanita Umo State chiefs fromKedah (Fati mah
Ismail), Selangor (Datin Paduka Raki bah Manaf), Federal Territory (Azizah
Samad), Mal acca (Mahani Manaf), Johor (Datuk Sabari ah Ahmad), Terengganu
(Zal eha Long), Kel antan (Zal eha Hussin) and Sabah (Datuk Norjan Khan
Bahadar) .

The new line-up for the State Wanita Umo chi efs and deputies are: Datuk
Dayang Mahani Pengiran Ahnmad Raffae and Armani Ami nuddi n (Sabah), Datin
Ni k Azi zah Ni k Yahya and Rohani Daud (Kel antan), Senator Toh Puan Wan
Asi ah Wan Ahnmad and WAan Ranl ah Wan Ahnad (Terengganu), Maznah and Rosn
Zahari (Pahang), Halimah Mohd Sadi que and Sharifah Azi zah Syed Zain
(Johor), Senator Datuk Hazi zah Mohd Sultan and Ram ah Abas (Ml acca),
Napsi ah and Shansi ah Sanmsudi n (Negri Senbil an).

O hers include Shahrizat and Senator Fari dah Abu Hassan ( Feder al
Territory), Datin Paduka Seripah Noli Syed Hussein and Norhayati Datuk Onn
(Sel angor), Saripah Am nah and Senator Che Jam Harun (Penang), Rosnah
Maj i d and Bari shah Ahrmad ( Kedah), and Masti ka Junai dah and Sophi ah Ahnad
(Perlis).

Rafi dah, who is International Trade and I ndustry M nister, announced the
new | ine-up at a hotel here after chairing the novement's first exco
meet i ng.

She al so announced t he appoi ntment of chairpersons to the novenent's 19
bur eaus, addi ng that two new bureaus had been created - Rural Affairs as
wel | as Sabah Affairs.

On the defeat of all five wormen candi dates for the 25-nenmber suprene
council on Thursday, Rafidah said she had witten a letter to party
presi dent Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad seeking a request for the
appoi ntrent of at |east two wonen candi dates to the council

On whet her the exclusion of Siti Zaharah would affect her plans to close
ranks within the novenent, Rafidah said it was not a problemas Siti
Zaharah was in the Cabinet, a position higher than those in Wanita Umo.

On whether Siti Zaharah's absence night upset her supporters, Rafidah
said: "We don't tal k about nenbers being Siti Zaharah or Rafidah
supporters, we are supporters of Umo."
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