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Raf i dah- O f er/ BM
RAFI DAH OFFERI NG HERSELF TO RECTI FY SI TUATI ON

KUALA KANGSAR, Jan 18 (Bernamm) -- International Trade and Industry
M ni ster Datuk Seri Rafidah Azia said today Wanita Umo nust be free of
problens |ike the sacking of its |leaders to able to carry out efforts to
strengthen the party machi nery.

It was for this reason that she was offering herself for the post of
Wanita Umo chief in the party elections, she said.

"It is because there has been so nuch discontent, discord within the
Wanita. All is not well to put it that way. That is why | want to cone in
to offer ny services to bring back Wanita to its foundation," she told
reporters after holding a Hari Raya gathering, here, today.

"If there is no problem | would let it be," she said, adding that the
fight for the novenent's top post this May should not touch on personal
matters.

She said she was just offering the nenbers a choice and even if she
lost, it would not nmatter

"If they want the old way where strength is enhanced, then |I offer
nysel f. If they want (the situation) |ike now, fighting and bickering, the
choice is also theirs," she said.

She said the dropping of sone Wanita | eaders fromits line-up |ast year
was the first in the novenent's history and had never happened before
because the | eaders realised that every individual was needed by the party.

"There's no need to sack because we (Wanita Umo) work as a team Each
has her specialty and everyone has a task to perform" she said.

She was referring to the reshuffle of the novenent's | eadership |ast
August in which the Pulau Pinang and Kual a Lumapur Federal Territory Wanita
Umo | eaders and several other office bearers were dropped.

However, the reshuffle net with opposition and Wanita Umo chi ef Datuk
Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man was | ater advised by party president Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad to rescind the order.

Raf i dah said the Wanita nmenbers should focus on nore inportant matters
facing the party and country |ike the next general election
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