17/ 08/ 2000

Rai se Jal ur Genilang, not flags of political parties

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Mal aysi ans shoul d rai se the national flag and not
flags of individual political parties during the nonth-1ong cel ebration of
the country's i ndependence, Deputy Youth and Sports M nister Datuk Ong Tee
Keat sai d today.

"The inportant thing is to raise the Jalur Gemlang. Nowis not the
monent for flying flags of individual parties,” he said.

Ong, who is chairman of the flag-flying canpai gn conmittee, urged
Menbers of Parlianent and State Assenbl ynen to cel ebrate Nati onal Day at
the grass roots |evel.

The occasion "cuts across race, religion and political beliefs", he said
after presenting the national flag to 12 representatives of youth and
nmedi a organi sati ons.

Among t hemwer e Dat uk Sahar uddi n Awang Yahya representi ng Persat uan
Kebaj i kan Pengundi Mal aysi a, N k Mohd Mazuki Ni k Mat representing FT
Nati onal Youth Council and representatives of the New Straits Tines,
Berita Harian, Utusan Ml aysia, SistemTelevision Malaysia (TV3) and
Berita Nasional Ml aysia (Bernama).

The cel ebrations to commenorate Mal aysia's 43rd year of i ndependence are
schedul ed to be | aunched by Prine M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad
at Dataran Merdeka t onorrow

Two songs, Kerananu Mal aysia and Jal ur Genilang will be introduced to
t he nore than 10, 000 peopl e expected at the event.

Jalur Genmilang will be flown during the nonth-1ong cel ebration from
tonorrow till Sept 16.

"When it cones to tal king about |oving our nation, our people are
usual ly reserved. Nowis the chance to show our | ove for the country."

Ong sai d Mal aysi ans need to nurture and preserve their |ove for the
nation, especially inthe onslaught of gl obalisation.

(END)
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