13/ 01/ 2000

Rai se retirenment age, says counci

KUCHI NG Wed. - The Sarawak Labour Council feels the Government shoul d be
nmore open and receptive to the country's needs by all owi ng those who have
reached 55 to continue serving the nation in their specialised fields.

Its president, WIIliam Ghani Bina, said today the retirenment age shoul d
be 60, "but at the sane tine, the Governnment should allow an option to
those who want to retire at 40."

He was commenting on a report that Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad had confirmed that the Cabinet had decided to naintain 55 as the
retirenment age for civil servants but the Government would still consider
the vi ews of others.

Ghani, who is al so Sarawak Teachers' Union president, said the need for
rai sing the conpul sory retirenment age was nore urgent in the teaching
field to all ow nore teachers to be retained

Ghani said the retirenment age of 55 had becone obsolete as it was
adopted by the British colonial adnministrators at a tinme when the life
expectancy of the country's popul ation was shorter conpared to the average
69 for men and 74 for wonen now.

He added that nmany enpl oyees were still in their prinme at 55.
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