23/ 02/ 2000

Rai s: Prejudi ces can be avoi ded through secret ball ot method

MALACCA, Tues. - Umo nmenber Datuk Dr Rais Yatimtoday said "a | ot of
prej udi ces can be avoided" if the secret ballot is enployed when

nomi nati ng candi dates for party posts or choosing del egates to its May
general assenbly.

"Secret ballot should be conducted as it is something truly denocratic,"
said Rais, who is Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's Departnent.

Speaking to reporters at a high-tea organi sed by the Persatuan Anak
Negri Senbilan at the Ayer Keroh De Village near here, Rais, however,
sai d:

"The procedure nust be observed carefully and the observers nust be
peopl e of neutral standing. If this can be done, | think a | ot of
prej udi ces can be avoided."

Al so present were forner Malacca Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Rahi m
Tamby Chi k and fornmer State Assenbly Speaker Datuk Nasir Manap.

"My personal feeling is that secret ballot is good ... it isinline
with the denocratic process. Umo should followit."

Rai s added: "But, of course, if the divisions decide not to have the
system but prefer to choose candi dates by a show of hands, that is al so
all right.

"The only thing is that an el ement of prejudice can be involved as the
| eadership in the division will know the vote goes to whom"

Comrenti ng on the statenent by Ummo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad that it was up to party divisions whether to conduct secret
ballots or not, Rais said: "What the Prine Mnister said is |ogical and
correct. It is up to the divisions to decide on the procedure to adopt."

Dr Mahat hir had said several divisions, including Kubang Pasu (of which
he is the head) had conducted secret ballots.
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