23/ 03/ 2000

Raj a Pernmai suri Agong | aunches bi ography of Dr Siti Hasmah

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - "Siti Hasmah - Lady of Two Eras", pictorial biography
on Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah, wife of Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, provides a rare glinpse into the Iife of one of
Mal aysi a' s npst respected wonen.
Prof Dr Sharifah Hapsah, giving a citation on the book, said it traced
"the remarkabl e story of a |lady who rose to the chall enges of her tine
fromthe period before i ndependence to nodern Ml aysi a".
"...Who breached tradition but yet retained a strong val ue system and
phi | osophy of life that woul d guide her in her exenplary behavi our that
will forever be a beacon for generations to cone."
The book, a project of the Association of Ml aysian Wonen G aduat es
(PWSM, was | aunched by the Raja Pernaisuri Agong Tuanku Siti Ai shah here
t oday.
Dr Siti Hasmah, 73, said: "I hope all that is witten in the book will
be a guide to young not hers."
She said it was "quite an experience" being the youngest in the famly
of 10 and goi ng t hrough nmany epi sodes to becone what she is today.
She said she was grateful to the witers of the book and especially her
parents, siblings and her own famly.
"I wish my parents were here today to see all that is happening," she
sai d.
Dr Siti Hasmah, who is PWSM s patron, al so urged the association to
produce bi ographi es on other exenplary wonen in the country for the
peopl e' s benefit.
Meanwhi | e, PWSM presi dent Datuk Asi ah Abu Sanmah sai d the associati on had
bestowed on Dr Siti Hasnmah the "Dr Siti Hasmah bt H Mhd Ali Chair" in
Uni versiti Malaya for Mal aysian wonen in the field of science and
t echnol ogy.
She said the PWSM had so far collected RML million in a special fund for
that chair but the Universiti Ml aya needed RM million to maintain it.
She said part of the proceeds fromthe book would go to the chair. The
har d- cover version of the book retails at RML20 and soft cover RMBO.
The book is a translation froma Bahasa Ml aysia version Siti Hasmah -
Citra Wanita Dua Zanman witten by Prof Datuk Dr Nik Safiah Karim Datin
Azi zah Mokhzani, Prof Dr Rokiah Talib, Prof Dr Farida Habi b Shah and
Nor mah Dal i .
It was translated and i nproved upon by Khoo Siew Mun and | brahi mlsnail
The Bahasa Mal aysi a versi on was | aunched in 1998.
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