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Rakan Muda' s new progranme

I zat un Hani m Shari

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - The Youth and Sports Mnistry will |aunch the Rakan
Muda Cegah Penj enayah progranme on May 7 in the |ight of gangsterism anong
students.

The programme will be carried out specifically for youths aged between
15 and 17.

The Mnistry will work closely with city police, the Malaysian Crine
Preventi on Foundati on and the Education Mnistry to identify youths prone
to social ills like gangsterism

Youth and Sports Mnistry director-general Datuk Raja Ruslan Raja Samah
said statistics fromthe foundation showed that gangsterismmainly
attracted yout hs aged between 15 and 17.

"By joining forces with the police, the foundation and the Mnistry, we
wi Il have the power to penetrate the high risk group and enforce the
programme effectively," he told reporters after a nedia briefing on Youth
Day at the Mnistry here today.

He sai d the Rakan Miuda Cegah Penj enayah woul d be a programe to
encourage youths to carry out activities which are relevant to their
i nterests and needs.

Asked about the nunber of youths in the high risk group, Raja Ruslan
said according to the Mnistry's statistics, out of 3.5 mllion youths,
only between one and two per cent were in the group

"The nunber is small but it can be dangerous as if |eft unchecked, it
may spread widely."

Raj a Rusl an said the | aunching of the new programre did not mean that
Rakan Muda programmes have not been effective

"The programes will continue to be preventive programmes for nental,
physical and spiritual devel opnent of youths. But their activities will be
revi ewed according to the needs of youths in the present tines.

"Besi des yout h policies and Rakan Mida activities, relevant issues for
youths in the present and future will be discussed at the National Youth
Consul tation Council on June 23 and June 24," he said adding that the
revi ewi ng process was expected to be conpleted within six nonths.

On the Youth Day cel ebration which is scheduled to be held on May 15,
Raj a Rusl an said individual s or organi sati ons that have nade sacrifices
for the devel opment of the nation would be awarded with the 2000 Nati ona
Yout h Awar d.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, who is | aunching the
national -l evel Youth Day cel ebrations at the Bal ok water recreation centre
in Kuantan, will present the awards.

At least 7,500 youths are expected to attend the event.

Thermed "Toget her W& Face the Chall enges of the MI Il enniunt, the
programe |ined up for the day includes a national youth canp for 400
participants, a community service project and a notivational programme
i nvol ving anong ot hers, celebrity mariner Datuk Azhar Mansor.
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