19/ 04/ 2000

Razal ei gh to determ ne whether division should file appea

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah, who failed to win a ticket
to contest the post of Umo vice-president follow ng the suprene council's
rejection of the GQua Miusang division's nom nations, will detern ne whether
it shoul d appeal against the decision.

Tengku Razal ei gh, who is the division's chairman, said he believed many
of the menbers would want to know why their nom nations, nade through the
di visional commttee, were thrown out.

"However, we are aware the suprenme council has the authority to
interpret any (party) rule," Tengku Razal eigh said in a statenent issued
her e today.

Party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad had said yesterday the
rej ection was based on the fact that the noninations were made, not by the
del egates, but the divisional committee.

Wth the rejection, Tengku Razal eigh was left with 16 nomi nations, just
one short to qualify to contest one of the three posts of vice-presidents.

In his statement, Tengku Razal ei gh said he was sensitive to the suprene
council's stand (on the validity of Gua Misang's nom nations) that it was
acting as a referee of a match in which its decision nust be accept ed.

"If that is the case, it nakes the refereeing very interesting in which
the players are also the referee and as such, the decision can surely be
expected." Tengku Razal ei gh, who is Kel antan Umo chief, said he was
certain that during next nonth's Umo general assenbly, del egates would
exercise their power wisely in choosing the new line-up of |eadership

"For the top two posts (president and deputy president), their choice is
obvi ous as contest has been di sall owed though the party constitution and
regul ations permt it.

"For all party posts, | believe the del egates know best who is nore
qualified,” he added.

Tengku Razal ei gh said the decision on the eligibility to contest should
not nerely be based on nom nations "which is a new requirenent”.

He sai d consideration should be given to those capable to be | eaders who
had integrity, were free of corruption, abuse of power and all fornms of
scandal s, allegations and sl anders which can bring shane to Umo, the
Mal ay race and the country as a whol e.

Tengku Razal ei gh said he hoped the elections to the Umo | eadership
woul d strengthen Malay unity and restore the confidence of the Malays in
the party.

Gua Musang deputy division chief Saupi Deraman said the division would
|l eave it to Tengku Razal ei gh to decide on the next course of action on the
rej ection.

He, however, made it clear that he woul d abide by the suprene council's
deci sion on the matter.

"W | eave it to Tengku Razal ei gh on whet her there should be a need to
call for a divisional neeting. It is all up to himto determni ne whether to
appeal agai nst the decision or not."

( END)
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