11/ 03/ 2000

Readers agai nst restrictions on Astro, tell naysayers to go watch ot her
channel s

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - New Straits Times readers criticised a politician's
call for fewer foreign shows on pay television station Astro in the
newspaper's e-nedi a website today.

The NST on March 9 carried an article on Dewan Rakyat backbencher Ahnad
Zahid Hami di's comment that there was a need to curb the number of foreign
programmes on Astro as, he clainmed, nost of them | acked val ues.

One reader, Ting, questioned the backbencher's definition of "val ues".

"I amnot quite sure what is neant by the proponent of the issue when it
was said that foreign filns | acked the val ues (Ml aysi an val ues?) as
foreign filns do not have Ml aysi an val ues unl ess by co-inci dence.

"As we enter the era of information technol ogy, nany cul tural val ues

bet ween countries have been integrated. To say that television stations
airing foreign filns without |ocal values need Government control is a
very weak reason," said Ting.

Ting went on to say that Mal aysi ans coul d | earn about other cultures

t hrough such fil ns.

"Anyway, if a person does not like to watch the progranmes aired on
Astro, then why not just click to TV3? W have plenty of shows depicting
| ocal val ues on other channels,”" wote Ting.

Eddi e Yeah Cheng Tei k defended Astro arguing that muzzling the

tel evision station would go agai nst the ai mof our country becom ng a
know edge-rich nation.

"Astro cane into being for a purpose with a nmission that was clearly
spel | ed out before our Governnment put its stanp of approval. | amsure
that the station is guided by a set of disciplines that has to be strictly
adhered to," he said.

He said that Astro subscribers were educated and intelligent enough to

be able to determine the val ues invol ved for thensel ves.

Anot her reader, How Kim Chai was nore vocal in |anbasting the
backbencher' s statenent.

"Peopl e who call for fewer foreign shows should go |ive inside the
jungl e and isolate thenselves fromthe real world. If you surf the
Internet, you will conme across websites that will do nore harmthan Astro.
"Maybe t hese people are just jealous of the high quality of these

foreign programmes that may be difficult for themto watch,” said How.
Readers were also in full support of Palmni G's Letter of the Day on
March 8 which cl ai ned that young chil dren were being deprived of their

chi | dhood.

Salina wote that children should be allowed to be children and enj oy

t hei r chil dhood.

"I have two daughters attendi ng ki ndergarten now. | want themto | earn

t he al phabet, nunerals and social skills in school w thout being burdened
with too much homework. Let themenjoy thenselves with their friends," she
sai d.

Anot her reader, S. Radhakrishnan felt that the general attitude of

adults towards the education of the young needed a second | ook.

"W should all ow our children to grow naturally and we shoul d enj oy

wat chi ng them grow up and develop their own view of the world. Qur job is
to guide them not to rob themof their precious growing up years," he

wr ot e.



Anot her Letter of the Day dated March 7, however, did not neet with the
sane response fromreaders.
The article by S. Paranmeswaran wel comed the call by Ml aysian Al DS
Counci| president Datin Paduka Marina Mahathir that sex education should
be introduced in schools to conbat Al DS anong yout h.
"Concerned Parent" disagreed with the witer and Marina, saying religion
is a nmore inportant subject to be taught in schools and at hone.

( END)
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