03/ 09/ 2000

Ready to host Chi na-Tai wan tal ks

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Malaysia is willing to play host to a sunmt between
Chi na and Taiwan, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamd said in an
interviewtel evised today.

"We have no problemw th that. W would Iike to play our role if we are
wanted. Even if Malaysia is not selected, we would still support a
negotiation," Dr Mahathir said.

In the TVBS Asia interviewtaped in Putrajaya in the mddl e of |ast
nont h, anchorwoman Grace Chen asked Dr Mahat hir about his offer severa
years ago for Kuala Lunpur to be the venue for a summt and if the offer
still stood.

Chen al so nentioned to Dr Mahathir that during the financial turnoil he
had descri bed the rel ati onship between Ml aysia and Taiwan as "a friend in
need is a friend i ndeed" and asked how he woul d see rel ati ons now.

"It is still friendly. W have good relations with Taiwan's | eaders. The
status has not changed.
"We still cannot recogni se Taiwan as an i ndependent country. W stil

believe in the one China policy but we do not find this an obstruction to
friendly relations," he said.

Chen al so asked if Ml aysia would issue a transit visa to Chen Shui-bian
if he applied for one, to which Dr Mahathir replied it would not be a
problemif the Tai wanese president was passi ng through.

( END)
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