13/ 11/ 2000
Real rmeaning of jihad (HL)

Farush Khan in Doha

SPELLI NG out the real meaning of jihad (holy war), Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad has warned Muslimcountries that they will lose in the process of
gl obalisation if they insist on remai ning spectators and reject the

br ot her hood of Islam

The Prime M nister said that while others were uniting and consolidating
their strength, "we are drifting apart and fragnenting".

Remi ndi ng the Muslins and the Musli mcountries of "a trenendous and
frightening chall enge" they were facing, he said gl obalisationinthe form
that it took nowwas a threat "against us and our religion".

He said they shoul d not vent their anger and frustration by nmounting
futile, isolated violence, but should instead plan and execute the
devel opnent of the unmah so as to be enpowered by I nformation Technol ogy
and be capabl e of handling the chall enges of the Infornation Age.

"This is our real jihad (holy war). | believe we have the tal ents and
the capacity to ensure the success of this jihad," he said when speaki ng
on I slamand d obal i sation to about 200 Muslimintellectuals and
busi nessmen fromvari ous conpani es and organi sations in Qatar at the
Di plomatic Cub here | ast night (Saturday night).

The Prime Mnister said that the Muslins could quote the Quran and hadis
(sayi ngs of the Prophet) and argue about their nmeani ng, but whatever ni ght
be the argunments, they had to act to blunt the chall enge of the gl obalised
wor | d.

"We may even master it and bring back the CGol den Age of Islam Insya
Al'l ah," he said, drawi ng appl ause fromthe audi ence.

Dr Mahat hir al so warned devel opi ng countries that they woul d pay a hi gh
cost if they swall owed European i deas wi t hout question

He said all Miuslimcountries were devel opi ng countries and woul d become
a part of the enpire of the North Atlantic countries if gl obalisation as
currently concei ved went through

When Eur opeans came up with an idea, he said, it was intended to result
in their domination over the world

"Well, globalisationis their idea and we can see howit is going to
lead to their rebuilding of the World Enpire."

Dr Mahat hir said Muslimnati ons were weak and none had any i nfl uence
over world affairs and for a century now had suffered in silence while
they were oppressed.

"We are one billion strong. Every sixth personinthis wrldis a
Musl im

The real problemthat we face in a globalised worldis that we reject
the brotherhood of |slam

Wil e others are uniting and consolidating their strength we are
drifting apart and fragnenting."

He al so spoke at | ength on the energence of the Infornmation Age, again
expressing fear that "it looks like we are going to nmiss this revolution
too" like the way they missed the Industrial Revolution

"W are too busy with our squabbl es over our religion, our politics."

It is sad because Muslins have the capacity to participate in the
devel oprent of I T and its i nnunerabl e applications.

Large nunbers of highly skilled Muslins are nowliving in the countries
of the Atlantic North.

"They are there because we have no place for them So they are



contributing to the body of know edge and I nformati on Age skills being
built up in these countries which nmay probably be used agai nst us."

These peopl e can be brought back, their skills tapped to buildthe IT
capacities of the Musli mnations and with their skills, know edge, they
may be able to counter some of the harnful effects of globalisation on
Musli mnati ons.

In a few decades, the world's denography will change and there will be
no country whose people are ethnically pure.

"I'f we are smart enough, we can use this to our advantage."

G obalisation may result in the huge corporations taking over the
countries in which they operate.

"But on the other hand the m grants fromthe poor countries will, if not
take over, at | east play sone role in the governance of the countries of
their adopti on. They may even be abl e to reduce t he oppressi on of the
Musli ns wor | dwi de.

"Wl the Muslinms |ose in a global nation, free of nation states,

i ncluding the Muslimcountries? They will |ose, of course, if they insist
on renmi ni ng spectators.”

Dr Mahathir later replied to various questions fromthe audi ence,

i ncl udi ng one on Mal aysi a's rapi d devel opment under hi s | eader ship.

Earlier, at the sanme function, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hani d
Al bar | aunched the Arabic version of Dr Mahathir's book The New Deal For
Asi a which was distributed anong the audi ence as well as at the O C venue
at the Sheraton Doha hotel.
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