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Real i sation of the real objectives of First Conference on Haj Gui dance

Hayati Hayat udin

RECOMVENDATI ONS nade at the First Conference on Haj Gui dance whi ch t ook
place in the capital city over the weekend | ook sinple enough on the
surface.

The del egat es had agreed to organi se wor kshops whi ch woul d formul ate a
conci sed and detail ed vision of the goals and nmethods for a haj pilgrims
awar eness, gui dance or orientation progranme.

After all, that was the main objective of the conference - to create
awar eness anong | sl am c nations of the need for a gui dance or orientation
programe for intending pilgrins.

But then many questions conme to mind |ike why was there a sudden need
for a conference when in reality the pilgrimge has been organi sed for
years.

When this question was put forth to several of the main figures in the
conference | i ke the Saudi Arabia Haj M nister Dr | yad Anreen Madani and t he
Tabung Haji chi ef executive of ficer Datuk Badroddi n Kassim their answers
were sinple enough

Dr lyad said |life was a | earning process and no matter how ol d you were,
t here was al ways roomfor inprovenent.

The conference, he said, was an attenpt to approach the gui dance
programes for pilgrins nore effectively.

Badr oddi n said something to that extent too - the current requirenents
of pilgrinms in the Holy Land were based on t he Saudi Arabi an observation
and opi ni ons on how the pilgrins shoul d behave and act.

There was a great need, he said, for the conference to take into
consi deration the experi ence and needs of other pilgrins fromtheir own
perspecti ve.

It istruethat the pilgrinmage to Mecca and Medi na had been organi sed
and taki ng pl ace for years but at that tine, the nunber of pilgrinms were
smal l er, and since then, the physical needs of the pilgrins, their profile
and age had changed.

Therefore, the Saudi Arabi an governnment took the initiative to call for
thi s i naugural conference and decided to hold it here as Mal aysia is known
for having a conprehensive and reput abl e gui dance programe for pilgrins.

"Ml aysia is one of the best organi sed countries during the haj ... from
the way they fill uptheir immgration fornms to the way they sleep in the
canps at Mna," a del egate said

The conference was fully funded by the Saudi Arabi an governnment whil e
Tabung Haji was the main organiser. Wird has it that the | atter had been
wor ki ng on the conference details for nonths.

So the day finally came and the venue was filled to the brimas there
wer e about 150 del egates from51 nations, not forgetting the secretariats,
nedi a and personal ai des.

During the three-day conference, everybody mi ngl ed, exchanged i deas and
contact nunbers.

There was a strong feeling of brotherhood anong those present. And t hat
under| yi ng obj ective was what the conference had actual | y achi eved.

It was not so nuch the details of the guidance programe or how
important it was to prepare the pilgrins for the haj.

It was about unity, co-operation and oneness anobng brot hers.

If that was not the objectives, why el se would Dr Iyad have sai d that he
wanted pilgrinms fromdifferent countries to interact nore?



Pilgrinms fromdifferent countries, he said, would be placed i n one canp
in Mna beginning next year's haj season to enable themto ningle and
engage in cul tural exchanges.

He had voi ced his concern that pilgrinms fromone country al ways st ayed
t oget her and this discouraged interaction.

"We want to encourage the pilgrins to interact, providing themw th the
opportunity to get closer.

"The canp wi |l now have haj pilgrinms fromdifferent countries, say
10, 000 fromMdrocco, 10,000 fromlndi a, and 10, 000 pil gri ms fromMal aysi a,
Egypt and so on."

The pilgrinms will also be able to performtheir haj and the rituals
toget her as one to further enphasi se brot herhood and unity among Musl i ns.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad had said in his speech at
t he openi ng of the conference that Muslins did not act as brothers anynore
- they had divided into sects, picked quarrels and were constantly at odds
with each other, and even at war with each ot her.

"They seeningly feel no |l onger as brothers. They seemto have rejected a
cardinal principle of Islamthat they are really one, the umah.

"Muslinms were fighting and killing Muslins everywhere to the extent that
t hey soneti mes condemed t heir Musli meneni es as being “kafir' (infidel),
non- Musl i ns or apostates in order to justify their killing of fellow

Muslins," Dr Mahat hir had sai d.

Listening to these words and refl ecting back at history and | ooki ng
agai n at present happeni ngs around the world will bring one to realise how
true this is.

Li stening to the del egates at the conference debate on howto reach
their target and neet their objectives allows one to forget these dreadful
events.

For in that conference roomthere was a spirit of oneness, unity, co-
operation and a comon goal .

They were cal ling each other brothers, giving each other "sal anf', ki sses
on the cheek and pats on the back.

The conference had, inreality, achieved nore than it asked for. It
managed to strengthen the Muslimties and paved the way for future co-
operation and propagate mutual understandi ng.

As Dr Mahathir aptly put it: "But the haj is nore than just a religious
ritual. It is a gathering of the unmah where there i s a sense of oneness,
a sense of being brothers as enjoined by Islam™

( END)
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