13/ 05/ 2000
Reasons aplenty for Wanita's poor show in supreme council race

pi l ed by Zubai dah Abu Bakar; Ai non Mhd; Saj ahan Waheed

THE shel | shock was still reverberating in the PAWMC as Wanita Umo nenbers,
upset and angry at the w peout of Wanita candi dates in the suprene counci
race, tried to rationalise the crushing collective defeat. Severa

del egates raised the matter during the debate on the president’'s speech,
cl ai m ng worren' s contribution was unappreci ated by the party.

They urged party president Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad to use his
prerogative to appoint a representative fromthe wonmen's wing to sit in
t he suprene counci l

But there are other, nore sobering rationale that explained why the wi ng
was totally rejected, |like exam ning their weaknesses.

Wiy, despite the endl ess and countl ess demand for nore seats nade by the
worren's wing and the fact that wonen had contributed tremendously, until
this day, were they not accorded due recognition?

Sone del egates attributed this failure to various factors, nainly the
internal bickering in the movenent. A division chief pointed to the
disunity over the past three years, |eaving the nmale del egates fed up with
t he never-endi ng | eadership infighting.

"They are just being their ownself ... too nmuch drama, backstabbi ng,
badrout hi ng and busy trying to outclass one another,"” the division chief
said. "After sone tine, you tend to get tired of this childish behaviour
Way should | waste nmy vote on thenf"

Wanita Tenggara chi ef Hali mah Sadi que had an even nore sobering
assessnent - the wanita nenbers thensel ves refused to support the
candi dat es.

"They are divided into canps and each canp will only support candi dates
fromtheir teamal though all of themare wonen candi dates,"” she said

"As it is, three of the candidates were aligned to a particul ar | eader
So, there is a possibility that they failed to get full support fromthose
who opposed their |eader."”

Affendi Zahari, a newy elected Youth exco nenber, said having five
candi dates fromthe novenent led to a dilution of votes.

Had t he nunber of aspirants been reduced to two or three, perhaps the
del egates woul d be nore united to give their votes to Wanita candi dates as
had happened in the past. Another reason, he said, was that of the five,
four were also contesting for the Wanita exco post.

"Per haps the del egates were of the opinion that the candidates should
have only chosen one post - either the supreme council or wanita exco - as
they mght not be able to performtwo duties effectively at the sane
tine."

The other reason cited was the unwillingless of fornmer Wanita Umo chi ef
Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man to endorse any of the candidates unlike in
t he past.

But again, this mght not necessarily be true as Raja Roopiah Raja
Abdul | ah opi ned that three of the candi dates, including herself, were
rel atively unknown.

Raj a Roopi ah garnered 458 votes while incunbents Datuk Shahrizat Abdu
Jalil and Datin Paduka Zal eha Ismail received 786 and 345 votes
respectively. Newconers Dr Norraesah Mohamad and Dat uk Maznah Abdul Hamid
obt ai ned 763 and 605 votes respectively.

Maznah has an even stronger allegation - del egates boycotted the Wanita
candi dat es.



"Some mal e del egates confessed that they will not vote for wonen
candi dates wi t hout giving any reasons,"” she cl ai ned.

Zaleha felt the results reflected the mal e del egates' insensitivity
towards the contributions by the wonen

"They have failed to realise the inportance of wonen in decision
maki ng, " she clainmed. "After all, the candi dates have high qualifications
and their experiences could have been utilised effectively.”

Pahang Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Adnan Yaakob has another theory. The
presence of Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz alone in the council by virture of her
desi gnation was sufficient to represent the novenent.

( END)
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