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Rebel s free remai ni ng Mal aysi an capti ves, bad weat her del ays their journey
hone

Tony Emmanuel ; Manuel Mbgato

THE t hree remai ni ng Mal aysi ans hel d captive by rebels on Jolo island, in
t he southern Philippines, were freed yesterday but bad weat her and rough
sea condi tions dashed their journey hone.

Expected to acconpany Ken Fong, Basilius Jimand Kua Yu Loong is
Fi li pi no Rol and Buaco, a Si padan I sl and Resort enpl oyee.

They were anong 21 Mal aysi ans and foreigners ki dnapped at gunpoi nt and
taken to Jolo on Apr 23 - 117 days ago.

"I't was raining the whol e day and choppy condi ti ons nake sea travel
extremnely hazardous," a source on Jolo island told the New Straits Ti nes
yest er day.

Barring the conpl etel y unforeseen, the source expects themto be freed
tonorrow and reunited with their famlies.

I n Zanboanga, a Super King jet that was specially chartered from Sabah
Air Sdn Bhd t ouched down at the i nternational airport in anticipation of
t he rel ease of the Ml aysi ans.

Anong t hose on board the plane piloted by Ken's father Capt Janes Fong,
was former Sabah Chief Mnister Yong Teck Lee.

Declining to repond to nedia queries, Yong left the airport and
proceeded to the hone of M ndanao tycoon Wee Lee Peng.

Phi I'i ppi ne chief negotiator Robert Aventaj ado, who spent the day in
Mani | a briefing European Uni on anbassadors on efforts to end the
four-month crisis, arrived just after dusk yesterday.

He is scheduled to officiate at the hand over of freed captives today.

Al t hough t he weat her eased up a bit last night, the rel eases were still
hel d back as ni ght | andi ngs are not all owed on Jol o.

(Locat ed about 1, 000kmsouth of Manila, Zanboanga, about 200kmaway, is
the nearest city to Jolo.)

Wee told journalists that with the rel ease of the Ml aysi an captives, he
was gl ad the crisis had cone to an end.

"Qur em ssary has inforned us that he has the three Ml aysi ans and t hey
are on their way to Zanmboanga

"(Mal aysian) Prinme Mnister Mahathir requested us to hel p secure the
rel ease of the Malaysians... and we are glad it's finally over."

VWi | e Wee declined to confirmwhether a ransomwas i ndeed pai d, his aide
disclosed "a little amount of ransont was agreed upon

I n Kual a Lunmpur, Deputy Education M nister Datuk Aziz Samsuddi n heaved a
sigh of relief on |earning of the Mal aysi ans' inpending rel ease.

"We shoul d be thankful they are finally set to see freedom" he told
NST.

Al 't hough no official confirmati on was forthcomi ng, the NST | earnt a RVb
mllion (50 m|lion peso) ransomwas agreed upon to ensure the trio's
rel ease.

Havi ng spent about four hours yesterday with t he Mal aysi an captives, the
source in Jol o described themto be lowin norale and agitated over
rumours of an inpending rescue-cummnilitary offensive

The rel ease of anot her SIR enpl oyee Louvesi a Dabl o on Wednesday t ook t he
Mal aysi ans by surpri se.

"They (especially Ken Fong) were concerned about who woul d be speaki ng
on behal f of the Filipino enpl oyees.

"Little did they expect Dablo's release... in fact, they still find it



hard to believe," the source said.

In Mani | a, Mal aysi an anbassador Mohamad Arshad Hussain confirmed t he
rel ease had been expected but attributed extrene bad weat her to have
hanper ed preparati ons.

He is expected to arrive in Zanboanga today, to be present for the hand
over of the captives officiated by Aventaj ado.

Si x other Mal aysi ans - Zul karnai n Hashi m Abdul Jawah Sel awat, Vi ncent
Kong, Lee Hock Liong, Francis Masangki mand Bal n Krishnan Nair - were
rel eased in stages |last June and July.

O the foreigners abducted, only German Renate Juta and Fili pi na
Louvesi a Dabl o have been rel eased.

The others still in captivity are Werner Gunter Kort and Wallert Marc
(both Germans); Carel and Moni que Strydom (South Africans); Risto Mkro
Jahanen and Seppo Juhani Franti (Finnish); Filipino Roland Buaco; French
Loi sy Stephone and French-Lebanese Marie Moarbes.
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