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Rel i gi on becones status synbol for theloud in “faith

Mohd Yusof f

| REFER to Farish A Noor's interesting views on the antics of the
followers of various faiths in his Cross Currents series: "True faith
requires no special effects” (NST, Dec 10).

I, too, feel quite amused by the antics of sone very "religious" people
who are wont to flaunt their religious piety - by way of dress and
habi tual I y announcing to their office coll eagues "I amgoing to performny
prayer", even though the time is still "office hour"”

There appears to be nmuch ado about the observation of religious
obl i gati on.

To me, this tendency to i npress on ot hers how pious one is, by way of
dress; to down grade others who are not conspi cuously visible at prayer
time; and to snub fenal e col | eagues for not wearing the tudung, are just
the theatrics of sone of the followers of the faith

Frompersonal observation, it woul d appear that these "religi ous"
peopl e, woul d want to convey (or inpress to others) that the nore
"hardshi p" or sacrifice that they had to nake for the faith, the nore
"pious" they'll be regarded. It's a status synbol.

An office col |l eague once showed a keen interest in the fact that |
annual ly participate in the Penang I nternational Bridge Run and marvell ed
at the exhilarating experience |l derived fromthe annual participation.

But when he heard that the event is invariably being held on Sundays he
| anented that he'll never be able to participate, much as he would |i ke
to: he has to attend Sunday church service! Ah, well!

A relative of nmine nentioned that his brother-in-law invited himand
wife to attend his (brother-in-law s) weddi ng anni versary di nner.

He had to decline this invitation, says he to me, even though it was
held i n a posh place and a proni se of a sunptuous spread for a very
hi storic occasion, as the journey and the tine for himand wife to reach
that venue "woul d nean that | will |ose nmy maghri b and i syak prayer” - and
hence his rejection. Ah well, was nmy comment.

| findit interesting and intriguing that intellectuals |ike Nehru and
Bertrand Russell preferred to be agnostics rather than be stifled by
"religious hypocrisy".

Inthis context, | amremnm nded of the observation of Jonathan Swift,
English satirist (1667-1745) who renmarked, "We have enough religion to
make us hate, but not enough to make us | ove one anot her." How true that
statenent is today.

Yes, religious fervour can be very negative - if it goes off at a
tangent to the true spirit of the faith. This, | amsure, is what Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad | anents.

| agree. The exenplification of true faith consists in acts of kindness
and | ove for one's fellownen, not nere formal prayers uttered by rote, or
by being judgnental about others.
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