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Rel i gi ous bodies can play a role

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Religious institutions can play arole in the fight
agai nst H' 'V and Al DS by eradi cating the stignma of being infected by the
virus, Mal aysi an Al DS Counci |l president Datin Paduka Marina Mahathir said
t oday.

The stigma is the greatest barrier in preventing the spread of the
di sease as many becone rel uctant to be tested for H V or seek treatnent,
she sai d.

"Besi des spreadi ng awareness to hel p prevent the spread of HV, these
institutions can of fer care and support to those unfortunate enough to be
infected."

Speaki ng at the launch of an Anti-Dadah/H V/ Al DS 2000 canpai gn, she said
many of those infected with HV were thrown out of their hones, ending up
in alleys and dying without their famly and friends.

"Who el se can they turn to? There are non-governmental organi sati ons,
but we cannot cope with the nunbers."

She sai d drug abuse and H V infection incur | osses not just socially but
econom cally as they affected the youth, who were the country's hope in
nati on- bui | di ng.

FT Nati onal Narcotics Agency director Hanzah Abas said there were | ess
drug addicts arrested in the Federal Territory this year conpared to | ast
year.

The nunber of Malay drug addicts is on the decline, he said, but there
was an i ncreasi ng nunber of drug addi cts anpong t he Chi nese and | ndi ans.

According to the narcotic agency's records, 1,821 drug addicts,

i ncludi ng 41 worren, were arrested i n the Federal Territory during the
first six nonths of this year. Mdst of themwere youths in the | ower-
i ncome group.

Organi sed by Gereja Methodi st Tam | Kual a Lunpur and FT Nati ona
Nar coti cs Agency, the canpaign, to end tonorrow, had seni nars and
exhi bitions by various drugs and Al DS rel at ed agenci es and NGCs.
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