20 MAR 2000
Mahat hi r - Val ues
RELY ON ASI AN VALUES TO DEVELOP, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, March 20 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad said Asia should not depend solely on outside help to
devel op but instead should rely on "Asian Values" as a source of strength.

He said although there seened to be sonme scepticismabout the virtue of
Asi an values, Asia could capitalise on it inits effort to develop and
revitalise the region the "Asian way".

"What | mean by Asian values is an absence of extrene individualism a
sense of responsibility for the community, belief in strong famly,
reverence for education, frugality, hardwork, national teamwrk, a social
contract between the people and the state, noral whol esoneness, a free but
responsi ble press, a belief in citizens as stake hol ders, and | ast but not
| east respect for the environment," he said today.

Most of the initiatives would have to come fromw thin the regi on using
its own ingenuity, wi sdom available resources, regional cooperation and a
| ot of hardwork, he said when opening the Pol met 2000, Kual a Lunpur,
conference on Sustainabl e U ban Devel opment in the New M1 ennium here

He said much know edge, know how and capacity for inproved
deci si on- maki ng were now available in Asia, but there was a great need for
mechani snms that can transformwhat an individual, group or nation knows
into sonething that others can use.

Al so present at the opening was Sci ence, Technol ogy and Environnent
M ni ster Datuk Law H eng Di ng. About 60 international experts will talk on
various urban devel opnent topics at the three-day conference.

Dr Mahathir said new forms of communication technol ogi es avail abl e
al l owed the people to access and assess scientific and techni cal know edge
t hat was needed to sol ve | ocal problens and enhance the quality of I|ives.

He said it was inperative for Asia that growh nmust be revived as this
was where the |inks between economic growh, the alleviation of poverty and
envi ronnental conditions were essenti al

The disparity between poverty and wealth, |levels of devel opnent and
consunpti on anong nations presented contrasting pictures when the devel oped
and devel opi ng countries were conpared, the Prinme Mnister said.

Dr Mahathir said the annual increase in the US popul ation of 2.6

lion people put nore pressure on the world' s resources than the 17

lion people added in India each year

"Unl ess devel oped countries choose | ess resource-intensive lifestyles
and devel op | ess polluting technologies, it will be inmpossible to make the
transition to a sustainable world econony,” he said.

He said studies indicated that by using resource nore productively, it
woul d be possible in the com ng decades to reduce energy and materi al
consunption levels in industrial countries by a factor of four while
actual ly inproving the standard of |iving.

A further conparison between the US and I ndia showed that although the
US had five percent of the world' s popul ation conpared to India's 16
percent, the US used sone 25 percent of the world' s energy conpared wth
three percent for India, emtted 22 percent of the world's CO2 and
accounted for 25 percent of the world' s GNP conpared with India' s three
percent and one percent respectively.

"And yet, despite all odds, devel oping countries |ike India and others
must continue to operate in a world in which the resource gap between the
nost devel opi ng and industrial nations is w dening, in which the industrial
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worl d dominates in the rul e-maki ng of some key international bodies and has
al ready used much of the Planet's ecol ogical capital."

"This inequality is the Planet's main environmental problem it is also
its main devel opment problem™ said Dr Mahathir.

He said international econom c relationships posed a particul ar problem
for environnental managenent in nmany devel oping countries, including in
Asi a where these countries face enornmous econom c pressure to over exploit
their environnental resource base.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysians enjoyed a relatively high average standard
of living and the housing conditions were nmuch better than in nopst
devel opi ng countries.

"The primary objective of Malaysia's housing goal is to ensure that al
our citizens, particularly the I owincome group, have access to adequate,
af f ordabl e and good shelter," he said.

The housi ng provision should be a vehicle for achieving viable and
sustai nabl e units of human settlements that not only addressed the physica
need for shelter but also national need for social, cultural and ethnic
i ntegration, he said.

Dr Mahathir said the governnment recognised that |ocal authorities have
a crucial role to play in devel oping and inpl enenting policies for
sust ai nabl e devel opnent.

"Peopl e need to witness inprovenent at the local level. Critical to
this will be the concept of partnership, bringing together the skills and
resources possessed by the governnent, the private sector and | oca
comunities,"” he said.
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