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Renew Umo' s struggle (H)

Ai non Mohd

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Umo nenbers need to be i nbued with new spirit and
comm tment towards the original party struggle and be aware of what awaits
themif the party | oses power, Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad sai d.

The Umo president said in any party nmovenent, the spirit of struggle
anong the nenbers could wither and their efforts to strive could decline
after sone tine.

He said during such tine, the nenbers woul d be nore interested in
seeking weal th, involving in power struggle and working for positions than
attai ning the objective of their original struggles.

"Umo is no exception to this rule ... unless early neasures are taken
to contain the elenments that can cause destruction," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the new generation who would | ead the country needed to
be incul cated with strong personal qualities such as integrity in al
their dealings and willingness to serve the people sel flessly.

Dr Mahathir said Umo nmenbers nust al so reject any deception and the use
of nmoney in securing positions.

This characteristic, he said, could be cultivated through training and
sel f-di scipline.

"Only spirited and dynanic new | eaders with excellent qualities can
continue with the struggl es pioneered by previous | eaders," Dr Mahathir
said in his nmessage in its annual report.

He said the Barisan Nasional's success in retaining the two-thirds
majority in the | ast general election had proven wong any specul ati ons of
BN s downfall.

Any sane person, he said, would continue to support the BN as they knew
it could continue to devel op the nation.

He said with their "narrow' policies which were contradictory to one
anot her, the pact by the opposition parties was weak and not able to bring
about peace and stability.

Dr Mahathir said since Umo's inception in 1946, it had inpl emented
policies which had brought about many achi evenents and rai sed the people's
l'iving standard.

He rem nded the people that though the country had achieved
i ndependence, there was "no guarantee that everthing woul d be confortable
and easy.

"The security and unity we have enjoyed thus far can be ruined at the
hands of irresponsible elenments who base their actions nmerely on | ust
(nafsu).'

Lately, he said, when these people failed to achieve their denands,
their tendency to stage denonstrati ons becane nore obvi ous.

The Governnent, he said, would not tolerate their actions any nore as
they had di srupted public order.

Dr Mahathir said stringent action had been taken to maintain order and
prevent the situation frombecom ng unruly.

"In a situation where there are al ways new chal | enges and our resilience
is tested all the tinme, we need a strong Governnment and efficient party
machi nery. "

The propaganda of the Opposition, he said, rmust be countered and pl ans
must be nade to ensure that the party's future was assured.

Dr Mahathir said Umo, being an experienced party whi ch had nanaged t he
country well and had been successful in |ooking after the welfare of the



people, would will continue to play an effective role.
( END)
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