01/ 12/ 2000

Report on AIDS/H V discrimnnation

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Areport on AIDS/H V stigma and discrimnation in
Mal aysia will be rel eased by the Mal aysi an Ai ds Council on Worl d Al DS Day
t onor r ow.

"Discrimnation is extrenely difficult to document,"” said MAC presi dent
Dati n Paduka Marina Mahat hir.

"Those who experience it are often afraid to conpl ain, because this may
| ead to nore (discrimnation).

"Stigma and discrimnationis the |argest barrier to prevention. It
makes peopl e hide their infection, hide everything.

"They don't want to cone for testing for fear that they will be
stigmatised just for being tested; they don't want to conme for treatnent.

"I'f they don't conme forward, they won't be counselled. Therefore, they
can spread (the infection) to others - out of ignorance."

Speaking i n connection with the report, "Living with H V/ AIDS - Peer
Docunent ati on on Di scrinmination", she said: "There's this imge that |inks
women and AIDS to sex work; the assunption that worren with H 'V are usually
sex workers.

"It's a major barrier to seeking treatnment."

Citing evidence of people with Al DS bei ng deni ed sati sfactory hospital
care; people being fired due to being H V positive; and the disruption of
schooling due nerely to the association with AIDS, Marina stressed the
need to respect basic human rights.

"If therights to information and heal thcare of nmargi nali sed comunities
such as drug users and sex workers are i gnored, these vul nerable
comunities will unknowi ngly spread the virus to others.

"Stigma and discrimnation happens,” she said, "and it has serious
inplications for prevention and care in Ml aysi a."

( END)



	Report on AIDS/HIV discrimination (NST 01/12/2000)

