29/ 10/ 2000
Report shows H V/ AIDS sufferers face di scrimnation

Carol Mirugi ah
JOHOR BARU, Sat. - Discrimnation against H V/ Al DS sufferers nmust be
er adi cat ed.

A report by the Mal aysi an AIDS Council, to be released i n conjunction
with World AIDS Day on Dec 1, will docunent the experience of Ml aysi ans
who suffer discrimnation because of the di sease.

Counci | president Datin Paduka Marina Mahathir said the report was part
of a regional project carried out early | ast year.

The project is supported by the United Nations progranme on H V/ Al DS and
the Asia Pacific Network of People Living with H V/ Al DS.

"The report is proof of discrimnation as the authorities do not believe
it exists or think it is just a one-off case. They fail to realise that it
i s very pervasive and should be elinnated," she told reporters after
giving a tal k on "Wren and H V/ Al DS" here today.

The tal k, organi sed by the State Wonren' s Affairs Council (Hawa), was
part of the progranmes for Johor's Wonen's Day cel ebrations. Al so present
was State Fanmily Devel opent, Wonen' s Affairs and Heal th Conm ttee
chai rman Hal i mah Mohd Sadi que.

Mari na sai d wonen, the usual victins of sexual violence and
di scrim nation, needed to be enpowered w th know edge on howto prevent
t hensel ves frombei ng exposed to H V/ Al DS.

She said that the risk of wonen contracting H'V frommen was three to
four times higher although the blame for transmitting the di sease often
fell on wonen.

"We cannot bl ame wonen as 90 per cent of those who tested positive for
the virus had sexual relations with only their husbands," she said.

She said it was worrying that nore wonmen were being infected with HV
and that they were in the 15-24 age group i n devel opi ng nations.

Hal i mah said of the 880 new cases of H Vinfection recorded in Johor for
the first nine nonths of the year, 60 of themwere wonen.

She sai d t he Johor branch of Hawa woul d propose to the State Gover nnent
to set up counselling centres for troubled woren and those with H V/ Al DS.
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