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Resi dents within MSC benefit the nost fromits devel opnents

BANG , Wed. - Residents living within the Miltinmedi a Super Corridor are
fortunate because they will benefit the nost fromits devel opment, Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad said today.

He said the value of their | and had soared, their townshi ps were pl anned
and the MSC woul d becone a nega city in 100 years.

In 15 years, Putrajaya is expected to have 300, 000 resi dents and t he MsC
atotal of 2.5 mllion.

Dr Mahat hir added that Sel angor, which is home to the country's capital
and MSC, will reach devel oped status by 2005, well ahead of the rest of
the country.

He sai d when the Governnment was pl anni ng the MSC, many States were very
keen to have it and the country's new adm nistrative centre (Putrajaya)
wi thin their boundari es.

"We first planned to have Putrajaya i n Janda Bai k i n Pahang. The Pahang
Gover nrent was very happy, " he sai d when | aunchi ng t he publicity canpaign
for the five local plans for the MSC

The | aunch was attended by residents living within the areas of the
| ocal plans which cover the outer flagship areas of Cyberjaya, tel e-suburb
of Sg Merab, Cyber Village of Dengkil, Airport Cty of Sal ak Tinggi and
outskirts of the Kuala Lunpur International Airport in Sepang.

Dr Mahat hir sai d t he Governnment deci ded agai nst Janda Bai k as it wanted
the new administrative centre to be close to the KLIA in Sel angor.

He sai d Sepang was once the nost backward area in Sel angor until the
Gover nmrent bought the forner Perang Besar estate and turned it into
Putraj aya.

Then, the Governnent decided to build Cyberjaya, the hub of the MsSC,
next to Putrajaya. The val ue of | and quickly shot up trenmendously and
those who owned | and becane ri ch.

The Prime Mnister al so gave the exanpl e of Langkawi, a duty-free resort
i sland. He said froman island with 16, 000 poor inhabitants, it suddenly
booned when busi ness and i nvest ment opportunities were created.

"Many Langkawi residents are nownillionaires,” he said, adding that one
square foot of | and now cost RMLO whil e some 20 years ago, 20, 000 square
feet only cost RMOO.

He sai d Sepang resi dents were even nore fortunate because they were
going to live in a planned townshi p and t hey have been asked for their
f eedback.

The local plans will be on display fromNov 3-30 at the Sepang District
Counci| and residents can file in objections.

"But the objections nmust be reasonabl e, not nerely to stop devel opnent
or to get higher conpensation," he said.

Dr Mahat hir said the Government woul d consi der changi ng the pl ans only
if the people would really suffer sone | oss.

Speaking to reporters | ater, he said he does not expect nany obj ecti ons
as the plans were very conprehensive and wel | done.

"The peopl e have a chance to object or propose anything but they shoul d
be reasonable. Don't say, | don't |ike devel opnent, nove KLIAto Al or
Star!

“"I't will growin a planned manner. W don't want soneone to put up a
70-storey building just anywhere. But the planis not rigid. |f necessary,
we will anend,"” he said.
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