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Results show that Najib has arrived

Jocel i ne Tan

JOURNALI STS who had been expecting a |l ong night after the experience of
yesterday's Wanita Umo vote count groaned when permanent chairman Tan Sri
Sul ai man Ni nam Shah adj ourned the sitting at 6.50pm

He prom sed that the results for vice-presidents and suprene counci
woul d be made public only in two hours tine.

The vote-count for contest for three vice-presidents and pernmanent
chai rman was done, he said, but vote-tallying for the supreme council race
was still on.

By then, however, word had reached the nedia centre that Datuk Seri
Naj i b Razak, Tan Sri Mihammad Mihanmmad Taib and Tan Sri Muhyi ddin Yassin
had won in the nine-man race.

More than a few journalists were stunned, given the way dumi es
(advanced copi es) bei ng banged out on | aptops were hastily changed.

Sone del egates i Mmediately terned it the "Kubang Pasu formula" - the
victors were the same three nomnated by Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad' s
di vi si on.

O hers could not help but viewthe |line-up as the "Wawasan Tean!' -

t hough the 1993 order of line-up had been Najib, Muhammad and Muhyi ddin

The i medi ate reaction fromdel egates was varied to say the | east,
because nost of themsinply did not quite know what to make of it.

For the first tine in along while, there is no Menteri Besar
representative among the VPs | eadi ng sone to question the influence - or
lack of it - anbng the MBs when it comes to rallying their state
del egat es.

An Umo M nister said somewhat cautiously: "Seens |like a revolt of sone
kind to me. "

More than a few del egates saw the hand of the G/ (the seven del egates
el ected fromeach division) in the outcone. The party president's
unequi vocal adnonition agai nst noney politics in the past weeks had
of fended the G7, they cl ained.

Said a fallen VP candidate: "If that's the case, then it's as good as
voting for noney politics.”
Najib's top billing was never in doubt although specul ati on over how the

ot her VP candi dates would fare fluctuated erratically in the final two
weeks.

By the time Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad conpl eted his 20-page
presidential address, the picture had grown even nore fuzzy.

New pernmutati ons of names for the VPs cropped up so rmuch so that a
seni or journalist pacing the | obby area of the Dewan Merdeka where the
54t h Umo Ceneral Assenbly when voting was goi ng on, conplai ned: "Don't
know what to believe anynore."

A betting pool initiated in the nmedia centre said as nmuch. The
conposition of victors ranged fromthe favourite conbi nati on of "NGO'
(Najib, Ghani (G hman), GCsu (Sukam)) to "NGR' (Najib, Ghani, Rais
(Yatim), "NGS" (Najib, Ghani, Syed Ham d (Al bar)).

New Straits Tinmes journalists were told by the cheeky pool organiser to
put their noney on "NST" (Najib, Syed Hamid, Mat Taib).

By the final week, the spin doctors of rival candi dates were working so
hard t hat even Chani's standi ng, which had consistently not been far
behind Najib's, had begun to fluctuate with every telling.

A popul ar spin making the rounds in the final week was that the PM had



given his sanction to Najib (based on his seniority, experience and
loyalty) and Gsu (in order to further integrate Sabah Umo into the
novemnent) .

As such, Gsu's nane, which had been linked solely to his intention to
abol i sh the rotation of the Sabah Chief M nistership, began to crop up
ever nore often

The victorious Najib had not been conpl acent al though he had zooned
ahead of the rest fromthe very start, eventually baggi ng an i npressive
150 nomi nati ons.

Nei t her was he taking any chances al t hough everywhere he went in the
| ast few weeks, he had been told, "Datuk, you're alright,” an uncanny
rem nder of the days leading to his narroww n in |ast year's genera
el ection.

Yesterday's sliver of a victory for Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz, in spite of
her nom nation | ead over Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man, was anot her
rem nder.

When nmet a day before the election, he had snmled in that taciturn
manner of his, tapped his heart and said: "I've been through many
el ections, but the trepidationis still there."

In fact, Najib's staff have been said to be on "Y2K alert" since Monday,
on the | ookout for potential problens in their set-up.

Even | ast night, after the suprenme council neeting ended at 11pm he had
headed hone for a staff briefing that ended only at about 2am Yet, this
nmor ni ng, he had arrived well before 8am | ooking fresh and alert in a
sunny yel | ow baj u Mel ayu.

The vice-president line-up is a fascinating assertion of the will of
Umo del egat es.

"No doubt about it, Najib is a consensus choice. | think it (the result)
al so indicates that del egates see himas next-in-line after Pak Lah," said
a KL del egate.

Former Sel angor Menteri Besar Mat Taib's coneback is remarkabl e and
somet hi ng whi ch the Umo rank-and-file will probably have to spend nuch
time rationalising in the face of public opinion.

But Mat Taib's political draw and personal charisnma has to be seen to be
understood and his followers insist he still has rmuch to contri bute.

The choi ce of Mihyiddin, the Donestic Trade and Consumer Affairs
M nister, said a delegate, is nore difficult to explain.

But Muhyiddin is seen as outside the | eadership' s preferred |ist of
candi dates and as such, a choice to reflect the del egates’ sense of
greater check and bal ance in the party.

Del egates rarely mss a beat when it cones to party matters and they are
aware that Najib, the Defence Mnister, has the right credentials.

Najib's long and broad track record places himanong the party's nost
experienced whereas his relative youth (he is only 46 despite his mature
appearance) puts himin touch with the younger generation within the
party.

And his wide |l ead over the other two places himin an unassail abl e
position when the tine arrives for Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri
Abdul I ah Ahrmed Badawi to pick his No 2.

If not for anything else, the VP results show that Najib has finally
arrived.
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