06/ 10/ 2000
Revi ew of apostacy Bill

Ahmad Suffian

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The CGovernment will reviewthe Islanmic Faith Bill
(Aki dah I sl am ah) which ains to protect Miuslins fromdeviationi st

t eachi ngs.

"We are having serious thoughts about the Bill as this is not a suitable
time for its inplenentation,” said Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's
Depart ment Dat uk Paduka Dr Abdul Ham d G hman.

He said the proposed Act needed to be "revi ewed and del i berat ed" once
again by the Islam c Devel opnent Departnent, State religious councils and
the Attorney-Ceneral's Chanbers to ensure its acceptance anmong Mal aysi ans.

"Astudy on the social inplications will al so be conducted," Abdul Ham d
said after presenting excellent services awards to 49 officers and staff
of the Federal Territory Religious Council here.

The Act enpowers Syariah Courts to prosecute those who practise
devi ationi st teachi ngs anong Musl i ns and detain themfor up to a year at
rehabilitation centres in Negri Senbilan and Sel angor.

However, Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad recently said the
proposed Bill contai ned many weaknesses.

Since it was i ntroduced | ast April, Abdul Hami d said there had been nuch
criticismfromreligious organi sations which clainedthat the Bill
i nfringed on the people's constitutional right "to profess and practi se
any religion".

"We al ways co-operate with the State Governnents but at present, there
are no worthy exanpl es which can be adapted to the proposed Bill.

"Due to this, Pusat Islamw ||l seek an appropriate nethod and al so wai t
for the correct tinme to introduce it."

He said during the recent Haj Conference here, the Governnent had al so
sought the views of Islanic countries on the probl emof apostacy anong
Musl i ns.

"Not one Islamc country has such | aws for apostacy... The only ones in
exi stence are regul ati ons on howto carry out religious m ssions and
obj ecti ves.

"Their advise to us is sinply be careful and cautious."

Abdul Ham d added that al t hough apostacy was not w despread here, it had
nevert hel ess been bl own out of proportion by certain quarters.

"Such exaggeration will only cause the people to becone unduly worried
and frightened. The Act will only be inplenented once the public fully
understands the rationale for its inplenentation and are matured enough in
their thoughts.”

On anot her note, he said that | and which had been bequeat hed to Baitunal
according to Islamc practices, woul d not be devel oped to provi de housi ng
to the poor.

"It is not advisable to develop our entire land reserves sinply to
provi de housing for certain segnents of the society. Let's | eave this task
to City Hall which has a much bi gger | and bank."

Abdul Ham d said | and reserves were needed for the future devel opment of
Musl i ns.

"W are natural ly cautious when carrying out devel opnent projects on our
| and reserves as this is to safeguard the interests of Mislins.

"The future Muslimconmunity nmay need a religi ous school, npbsque or
comunity hall and these buil di ngs can be constructed on our |and
reserves."
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