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RML50, 000 Mecca airfare bil

Chow Kum Hor
SEPANG, Wed. - The Governnent paid RML50,000 to fly back about 300
Mal aysi ans who had overstayed in Mecca in performng the haj, Mnister in
the Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk Paduka Abdul Hamid O hnman said
t oday.
The Mal aysi ans had to be sent honme as they had gone to Saudi Arabia on
visas neant only for unrah (mnor haj).
He said it cost RVWb00 to fly back each person and it was not right to
claimthat the Governnment was responsible for the detention of those found
over st ayi ng.
"The RVb0OO fare was cheaper than usual as they flew on chartered
flights. These planes were used to fly pilgrins to Mecca and were supposed
to return enpty,"” said Abdul Hanmid at the Kual a Lunpur Internationa
Airport.
He was at the airport to wel cone back the first batch of 400 pilgrins
from Saudi Arabi a.
He said the Saudi Arabi an Governnent would be asked to clear the air
over the detention soon.
"We (Mal aysia) will ask the Saudi Arabi an Governnment to i ssue a
statenment saying the detention was done on its own accord and they were
not pressured by any quarter," said Abdul Hanid.
He added that it was also illogical for the Governnment to ask its Saudi
Arabi an counterpart to arrest these people.
"If they want to overstay, it is between themand the Saudi Arabian
Governnent. It has nothing to do with us (Ml aysi an Governnent)."
Last Friday, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad had said
peopl e shoul d stop bl am ng the Saudi Arabi an and Mal aysi an Governnent s
over the arrests.
A week after Hari Raya Aidilfitri, the Saudi Arabian Government cracked
down on foreigners using their unrah visa to performtheir pilgrinage.
Thousands of Paki stanis, |Indonesians and | ndians were al so det ai ned.
On the possibility that the Opposition would politicise the detention
during the Sanggang by-el ecti on, Abdul Ham d said they shoul d not spread
I i es and make basel ess accusati ons.
Meanwhi |l e, he said 72 Mal aysian pilgrins died in Mecca this year, nost
of whomwere old and suffered fromill ness.
He said there were also reports that pilgrins who went to Mecca through
private conpani es not approved by Tabung Haji received poor service.
"I'n one case, 18 people slept in a roomneant for eight. Pilgrinms who
want to performtheir religious obligations in the future should not go
t hrough agenci es not approved by Tabung Haji," he said.
On the haj quota, Abdul Hami d said the Saudi Arabian Government all owed
22,000 Mal aysians to performtheir religious obligation this year.
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