22/ 04/ 2000
RMLm boost for foundation

Ram an Sai d

PETALI NG JAYA, Fri. - Yayasan Budi man Universiti Teknol ogi Mara toni ght
received a shot in the armwhen an anonynous person donated RML million to
its fund.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad recei ved the donation from
a representative of the donor at a dinner hosted by the foundation at
Sunway Lagoon Resort.

The RML million was nade up of RMLOO, 000 in cash, RMLOO, 000 in Ki nd,
shares worth RM200, 000 and a RV600, 000 shophouse.

Besi des the donor, the foundati on which was established | ast year with
the main ai mof assisting needy students fromthe university to pursue
their studies, also received donations fromseveral conpani es and
i ndi vi dual s.

Prai sing the donors, Dr Mahathir said the funds woul d enable the
foundation to finance its activities and programmes.

Besi des, he said, it would also help towards easing the Governnent's
burden in providing aid to poor students.

The Prime M nister said he believed those behind the foundati on want ed
to help those in need as a way to repay the university for providing them
wi th education and the opportunity to succeed.

"A society which is ungrateful will result in the people |osing any |ink
bet ween one anot her, between the old and young.

"For exanple, after graduating, the people (who are ungrateful) wll
sinmply forget about their universities," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the U TM Al umi shoul d be proud as froma hunbl e
beginning, it was now the university with the | argest nunber of students
and graduates in the country.

"Many did not realise that scores of U TM graduates, who are now
successful people in various fields, were actually the product of the
uni versity.

"One tends to think that whenever one is successful, one nust be an
overseas graduate.™

Dr Mahathir al so urged the 130,000 fornmer Ui TM students to donate to the
f oundati on.

The Prime Mnister's wife, Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, also
presented aid fromthe foundation to five U TM students.

Al so present were Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahmad Badaw
and Sel angor Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Abu Hassan Onmar.
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