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Rol e of Ottoman Enpire a missing link in Pal estine-Jerusal emhistory

Koray Targay

I WOULDlike to refer to the "Wrld Focus" page (NST, July 29), where the
Arab-1sraeli conflict on Palestine is explained and the | at est

devel opnments in Canp David Il tal ks are highlighted.

| noticed two i nformati on boxes on the page, which do not reflect the
true history of Pal estine and Jerusal em and therefore suffer a serious
om ssion. The first box is entitled "Palestine - A historical sketch", and
the second box is entitled "Jerusalem s history".

Here belowis the true history of Pal estine and Jerusal em The Mamel uk
Sul t an Sal ahaddi n Eyyubi def ended Jerusal emagai nst t he overwhel i ng
Crusaders and did not surrender the city to them Sal ahaddi n Eyyubi was an
Egypti an and when def endi ng Jerusal emagai nst the Crusaders, he had the
support of the Jewi sh conmunity. This co-operation showed that there was
no enmty between the Miuslins and the Jews at that tine.

A serious missing link in the NST version of the Pal estine and Jerusal em
history is the Gtonman Enpire period. The Qttonman Enmpire, Mislimand
Tur ki sh by nature, enconpassed the entire Mddle Easternterritory upto
Egypt in 1516 and Egypt in 1917. Pal estine and Jerusal emrenai ned under
control and as part of the Otoman Enpire until 1917, a conplete 400
years. Therefore, it is the Gtoman Turks who rul ed Jerusal emuntil 1917
and not the Manel uks.

During the Gttoman Enpire's rul e there was no di spute over Jerusal em
what soever, anong the Muslim Jew sh, Catholic Christian and Arnmeni an
Ot hodox communities. All these conmunities |ived side-by-side peacefully.
The peaceful co-existence among the communities of the enpire was provi ded
by the O toman rule, not by use of force, but by tolerance. The Otoman
Enpire was an Islanic State, but affectionate and tolerant to its non-
Muslimcitizens.

The British and French arm es defeated the Gtoman forces in the M ddl e-
Eastern fronts during Wrld War | and forced the Gttonmans to w thdraw from
the region in 1917. In the course of Wrld War |, the Arabs of the region,
inspired by the British and French, and tenpted by promn ses of
i ndependence, coll aborated wi th t hemand fought agai nst the O tonman arny.

Inthis respect, allowme to quote the related excerpts fromthe
statement of Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, Prine M nister of Ml aysi a,
on t he occasi on of the opening cerenony of the 27th I sl am ¢ Conference of
Foreign Mnisters held in Kual a Lunmpur, on June 27.

"Instigated by the British and French, the Arab subjects of the Turkish
Empire col | aborated with the enem es of Islamto |iberate thensel ves from
Tur ki sh rul e. And when the dust settled on the renai ns of the Turkish
Musli mEnmpire, the Arabs found that they had exchanged Turkish rule for
British and French rule."

| believe Dr Mahathir's words are sel f-explanatory.

Left entirely to the mercy of the Western powers, Pal estine was divi ded
in 1947 between Arabs and Jews (44 and 56 per cent respectively). Today,
however, under the O so accords, the Pal estini ans have adni ni stration
rights in only four separate encl aves, maki ng up no nore than a few per
cent of their territories.

Al political devel opments in the post-Wrld-War | history of the Mddle
East have shown that no political entity could fill the power vacuum of
the G toman Enpire, even until today.
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