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Rousi ng end to assenbly (HL)

Nur ai na A. Samad

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - In a closing speech that was personal and powerful
passi onate and conpel ling, Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad responded to al
points rai sed at the Umo general assenbly with such clarity and

convi ction that del egates showed their approval with | oud cheers.

The party president and Prime Mnister - advancing his argunents so
forcefully that it |ed del egates to conclude that Dr Mahathir actually
spoke fromthe heart - addressed issues such as Umo's i nmedi ate strategy
to counter the Opposition, the perception that it is over-dependent on the
Governnent, criticismagainst national |eaders, and loyalty to the party
and | eaders.

Dr Mahathir started by allaying the del egates' fear of criticising top
| eaders, including hinmself. "A few speakers wanted to criticise me, but
were so skilful in their presentation that it |ooked as if they were
directing the points at others in the suprene council

"I"'mnot angry, hurt or disappointed if I"'mcriticised personally. |I'm
i ndebted to Umo. As Umo president, | belong to Umo, |'myours.
Therefore, if your intentions are good, then criticising the party and its
| eaders shoul d be acceptable.™

H's first major response was a call to all Umo nenbers to i nmedi ately
adopt a different approach when countering the Opposition. He said Umo
| eaders and nmenbers nmust now learn to operate in a "hostile environnment."

"W nust inagine that everyone is hostile towards us. That may incl ude
quite a vast section of society... our tactics nmust now be designed to
counter such hostility effectively. In this kind of scenario, how are we
goi ng to operate?

"We nust take a trip back to 1946. The conditions were really hostile
then. But even then, when we had no professionals, no big-tinme corporate
figures and we were weaker, we still managed to get rid of our colonial
masters. W achieved that in an extrenely hostile environment," he said to
t he appl ause of the audi ence.

Dr Mahathir said Umo must once again close ranks and be united in such
an environment for the tough challenges in the next general election.

It was a struggle that Umo nust fight on its own w thout having to
depend on the Governnent, its agencies and others, Dr Mahathir said.

He said Umo could no | onger depend on agencies to carry out its social
or religious activities and operate the way the Opposition did.

"This is the world we have to face now This is the new politics for
Umo. We cannot depend on others. W have to do it ourselves."

Dr Mahathir said the Opposition had capitalised on Umo's initiatives
and efforts, a situation for which Umo had to be bl aned.

As an exanpl e, he said the Opposition had used nbsques and hi gher
institutions of learning to successfully further its cause. He said now
was the tine for Umo to do the same and "foll owup to the end".

"If we have given schol arships to our students, then we nmust send a team
to universities and neet them And when we are booed, we nust not be
intimdated," he said, reflecting on his experience before beconing a
m ni ster when he had to neet students during which he was jeered nmany
tines.

Dr Mahathir al so responded to the call by Wanita Umo for representation
in the suprene council in view of the fact that none of its five
candi dates was el ected into the council



Paying tribute to Wanita Umo, he said the novenent had made trenendous
contributions to the party and the country. He cited as exanple, Wanita
Umo's vital role during elections when the party depended on Wanita
menbers to win votes.

He said Mal aysi a had many wonmen who were know edgeabl e, educated and
skilled, citing the exanple of Datuk Dr Mazlan Gt hman, who is the first
worman from a devel opi ng country to be appointed Director of the UN Ofice
for Quter Space Affairs. She is the director- general of the Science,
Technol ogy and Environnent Mnistry's Space Sci ence Studies Division.

"They are not asking for nmuch. W need to respond to them" said Dr
Mahat hi r.
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