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THE nmj estic |Istana | skandari ah perched atop Bukit Chandan in Kual a
Kangsar seens to be standing vigil, |ooking after the nearby Ubudi ah
Mosque, an architectural wonder

The cl oseness of the two buildings is not by chance but by design - a
reflection of the synbiotic relations enjoyed by these institutions since
days of past.

Post - i ndependence had further strengthened the relations, frommnerely a
cultural legacy to a constitutionally acknow edged exi st ence.

In so far as the nation is concerned, Islamc religious affairs are
under the purview of the Malay Rul ers.

They are the heads of the religion in their respective States.

As such, it is not surprising when Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad broached the subject on how the Rulers could play a role in the
current religious conflicts which had affected the unity of the Ml ays.
And it is equally not surprising when a reader wote to the M ngguan

Mal aysi a rai sing the same issue.

He even went further to question if the role of the Malay Rulers in
Islamic matters was confined to determ ni ng whether the nmoon had been
sighted for Ramadan (the start of the fasting nonth) or Syawal (Hari Raya
Aldil Fitri).

No one can actually say which fatwa or religious decree is right or
shoul d be foll owed, be it those coming fromthe religious authorities or
ul amak representing i ndependent groups or Pas.

The decree in question ranges fromlabelling Umo nenbers and Mal ays
supporting the party as infidels, voting for Pas will provide the path to
heaven to the right of Pas to use Islamin the party nane.

There are of course, other fatwa and i ssues raised which had further
contributed to the protracted battle between the two political parties
representing the Ml ays.

They included the situation of prayers led by two i mamrepresenting two
political parties and Pas nenbers not allowed to eat the neat of aninals
sl aught ered by Umo nenbers.

However, none of these issues are being addressed by the religious
authorities or the Malay Rul ers.

And of the issues, it is the question of whether Pas has the right to
carry the word Islamin its name which is the reason for the debate
Detractors will point out that the mnute a party incorporates religion
inits party nanme, it inevitably gives it the right to claimto be the
representative of the religion and in the case of Pas, |slam

Advocat es of Pas however believe that any political party can adopt a
religious tag to its party nane.

To them if the party | eaders and supporters | acked the Islamc
credentials, no one will take themseriously as a party representing the
religion.

Pas supporters have a point here but at the sane tinme, can any political
party stake a claimto represent the religion without the danger of
affecting the sanctity of I|slanf

These should not be a problemas it is up to the Malay conmunity to

eval uate how much nore Islanmic is Pas conpared with other Ml ay-based
political parties.

One can argue that in politics, like in love and war, everything is



fair.
However, this is politics laced with religious convictions in which
faith cannot be used or nmanipulated to serve worldly pursuits.
To make matters worse, who is to say whether Pas has mani pul ated or used
Islamto serve its political end especially when the religious authorities
choose to remain silent.
The Malay Rulers and their role in religious affairs and custons have
been acknow edged si nce the col onial period.
Much as the British colonisers had mnimsed the role of the Rulers in
affairs of the States, the Rulers had been given the "proprietorship" of
handl i ng i ssues pertaining to religion and Mal ay customns.
On the advent of the much-opposed Mal ayan Union, the British went one
step forward to get the Malay Rulers to sign their consent to the
col oni al i st-usurpi ng concept.
But as tine progressed, the Malay Rulers regained their footing in
soci ety and were generally accepted by the conmunity as the synbol of
Mal ay suprenmacy as wel |l as defender of Ml ay privileges.
The Mal ay Rul ers conference on Thursday is expected to delve into this
i ssue.
It will not be the first tine that the Rulers have to deal wth
predi canents arising fromlslam c natters.
When the Al Argamissue cane to the fore in the mid-1990s, the Rulers,
using their religious authorities and nufti, collectively issued a decree
t hrough the National Fatwa Council declaring the novenent devi ant.
That made the whol e i ssue cl ear anobng the Malays in the country and put
an end to a potential conflict between the comunity and the Al Argam
Now, the Malay Rulers are again in the position to play arole in
hel pi ng the conmunity overconme a divisive situation
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