24 MAR 2000
Mahat hir-Rul ers
RULERS AGREE TO ACT TO CHECK SPLI T AMONG MUSLI MS

PUTRAJAYA, March 24 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mbhathir
Mohamad said the Conference of Rulers which net yesterday has agreed to
adopt certain actions to reunite Muslins in the country divided by
politics.

The prime mnister said the Rulers reached the agreenment upon him
briefing the neeting on the state of Muslimunity in Ml aysia.

"I briefed the Rulers at yesterday's neeting on national affairs
especially problens facing Muslins in Malaysia. All the Rulers expressed
concern over the problens and will take certain actions to reunite the
Muslinms. This is their decision,” Dr Mahathir said.

It was now up to the Rulers to determne the formof actions they would
take towards that end, the prine mnister said.

He told reporters this after presenting the national flag "Jalur
Gem | ang” to the Proton-PERT teamrepresenting Mal aysia at the Gudang Garam
Ral |y of |ndonesia Chanpionship fromMarch 31 to April 3.

Dr Mahathir expressed hope that all Mislins in the country woul d be
receptive to whatever actions the Malay Rul ers proposed to take since the
Federal Constitution provides that religious problenms conme under their
responsibility.

At the same time, the prinme mnister said, the Malay Rul ers cannot be
i nvol ved in politics.

"Therefore, if the problens of the Miuslins relate to religion, then
this the responsibility of the Rulers and they cannot act individually but
as the Conference of Rulers,” he said.

According to the prime mnister, the Rulers' decision to reunite
Miusl i ms was a consensus.

The 185th neeting of the Conference of Rulers, over two days, was
chaired by Sultan Ahmad Shah of Pahang at |stana Negara in Kuala Lunpur and
ended yest erday.

Several quarters have urged the Malay Rulers to seek ways to arrest the
wi deni ng gap between the Mal ays because of political inclinations and check
the m suse of religion for selfish political ends.

Earlier, in a brief speech at the handing over of the national flag, Dr
Mahat hir wi shed the Ml aysian team success in the rally and rem nded the
team nmenbers to uphold Mal aysia's good nane.

The Rally of Indonesia is the first leg of the Asia-Pacific Rally
Chanpi onship and the circuit includes Australia, New Zeal and, China,

Mal aysi a and Thai | and.

Dr Mahathir, normally attired in full Ml ay dress on Friday, displayed
his skills in handling a turbo-powered four-wheel-drive Proton rally
version when he tried out the car in the parking bay of the Prine
M ni ster's Departnent.

He was acconpani ed by national rally driver Karanjit Singh who will be
driving the nmachine in the Indonesian rally.
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