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Rulers to unite all nuslins in the country

Lokman Mansor

THE Conf erence of Rul ers, which net on Thursday, has agreed to take action
or suggest ways to reunite Miuslinms in the country who have been di vi ded by
their political beliefs, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad

sai d.

He said the Rul ers expressed concern over the situation after he briefed
themon national affairs, particularly the problens facing Muslins inthe
country.

"This is their decision,” he told reporters in Putrajaya yesterday after
presenting the national flag to the Proton-PERT teamrepresenting Ml aysi a
at the GQudang Garam Ral | ey of Indonesia fromMarch 31 to April 3.

Asked what type of action the Rulers would take, Dr Mahathir said that
is up to themto determ ne

On whet her the Rul ers proposal will be acceptable to Miuslins anong both
PAS and Umo supporters, the Prine M nister said as Muslins they shoul d
accept any action or suggestion fromthe Rul ers since they are responsible
for Islam c matters under the Federal Constitution

"At the sane tinme, the Rul ers cannot be involved in politics. If the
probl ens faced by Muslins relate to religion, then this is the
responsibility of the Rulers. And they will not act individually but as
the Conference of Rulers,"” he added.

The 185t h neeting of the Conference of Rulers, over two days, was
chaired by Sultan Ahrmad Shah of Pahang at | stana Negara i n Kual a Lunpur
and ended on Thursday.

Earlier, in a brief speech at the handi ng over of the national flag, Dr
Mahat hi r wi shed t he Mal aysi an teamsuccess in the rally and remi nded t hem
to uphol d Mal aysi a' s good nane

The Rally of Indonesia is the first leg of the Asia-Pacific Rally
Chanpi onshi p. Gther circuits in the Chanpionship are Australia, New
Zeal and, China, Ml aysia and Thail and.

Asked i f he feels the Mal aysian teamis ready to participate in the
Wrld Rally Chanpi onshi p, Dr Mahathir said: "That is up to the people
i nvol ved t hensel ves to deci de, but certainly we nust always upgrade our
capabilities and skills so that we can become participants in world
chanpi onshi ps. "

Dr Mahat hir, dressed in a baju nel ayu, even took the opportunity to
di splay his driving skills when he tried out the Petronas-PERT rally car
in the parking bay of the Prime Mnister's Departnent. He was acconpani ed
by national rally driver Karanjit Singh.

Meanwhi | e, on Mal aysi a' s chances to host the 2008 A ynpi ¢ Ganes agai nst
the multi-mllion dollar canmpai gns of Gsaka and China, the Prine M nister
sai d Mal aysi a hopes to host the ganes even though this is the first tine
it has bid for them

"According to the dynpic Council rules now, there should not be too
much canpai gning to i nfl uence the council. You cannot invite themand
entertain themas you used to before. This is a nuch nore transparent and
cl ear kind of canpaigning," he said.

Dr Mahat hir said Mal aysi a cannot afford to spend huge suns of nobney on
bi ddi ng for the ganes, but it hopes the organisers will see the
capabilities and facilities available in the country and take that into
consi derati on.

"W hope we can get to be a host evenif it is our first bid. O course,



if we cannot get this bid, we will continue to nake a bid every four
years," he added.

On Malaysia's failed MI1enniumJunp 2000 to the South Pole, Dr Mahathir
sai d al though he i s unhappy that they failed in their nission, he hopes
the failure will not discourage others frommaking bids to show that
"Mal aysi a Bol eh".

The Mal aysian teamfailed to junp at the South Pole as planned, and
i nstead junped at Patriot HIl, some 1, 000kmfromthe original target.
There was sone controversy after the junp as certain quarters cl ai ned the
m ssi on was successful.

"That is very bad indeed. | cannot accept that. If you fail, okay, you
failed. It is better tolose sportingly thanto try and say you wi n when
you have | ost," he added.

( END)
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