28/ 07/ 2000

Sabah BN | eaders "“nore open-m nded now

KOTA KI NABALU, Thurs. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said sentinents of
parochi ali smno | onger existed anong | eaders of Sabah-based Bari san
Nasi onal conponent parties.

The Prime Mnister said State BN party | eaders were now nore open-m nded
and fully subscribed to the objectives and aspirations of the coalition.
"BN conponent nenbers in Sabah are no | onger contesting in el ections

using their own pary synbol s.

"Al'l contested using the BN synbol," he said when opening the United
Pasok Monbgun Kadazandusun Organi sation's sixth congress at Dewan Maksak
her e today.

He said in the past BN conponent parties in Sabah insisted on using
their own synbols on grounds that the respective parties woul d not be
supported by nmenbers if they contested under the BN banner.

Dr Mahathir said the people were fully backing the BN Government as
could be seen in the State and parlianentary el ections |ast year.

The Sabah-based BN parties are UPKO, Parti Bersatu Rakyat Sabah, Sabah
Progressive Party, Angkatan Keadil an Rakyat and the Liberal Denobcratic
Party. Umo, MCA, GCerakan and M C had al so spread their wi ngs to Sabah.

The Prime Mnister said there were 14 parties in BN representing all the
races, all having the sane nunber of representatives in the national BN
comittee.

"Sonme quarters said having too many parties was not good but this kind
of coalition is the best for the country. Such co-operation cannot be
found el sewhere in the world," he said.

He said it was still not the time for Malaysia to have a one-party
Gover nment .

Dr Mahathir was happy to note that the slogan "Sabah for Sabahans" was
no |l onger heard in the State and this augured well for its politica
stability.

Thi s sl ogan was popul ari sed by Parti Bersatu Sabah during its term as
the State Governnent (1985-1994).

"I't will not be nice if people say “Kedah for Dr Mahathir only'. The
peopl e of Ml aysia are wel coned and respected where ever they go in the
country like that accorded to nme here today," he said.

On UPKO, the Prime Mnister said the party was supported not only by the
Kadazandusun and Murut but al so ot her races, including the Mislim
Bum putera comuni ty.

"I am happy to note that even though this is UPKO s congress, there was
a doa recited by a Muslim" he said.

The doa was recited by Anang Danit O hman, one of the two UPKO suprene
counci | menbers.
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